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of each. It did not provide that the committee i 
should be appointed by the Speaker. He moved | 
that the Speaker be directed to appoint the com-’ 
mittee. : ¢ 

The question being put, it was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, 
the House then adjourned. 





NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. PRICE gave notice of a motion for leave to intro- 
duce bills of the followjng titles: ; 

A bill amendatory of the act entitled ** An act to provide 
for holding the courts of the United States in case of the 
sickness or Other disability of the judges of the district 
courts,” approved July 29th, 1850; and 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to contract 
for carrying the mails between Jersey City, in the State ef 
New Jersey, the port of New York, and Galway, or such 
other port as may be selected on the west coastof Ireland. | 

Mr. WALSH gave notice of his intention to offer a bill |) 
to enable the heirs of deceased officers and soldiers who || 
in their lifetime held land certificates not located, to locate 
the same in their own names. 

Ajso, a bill to make the counterfeiting of land warrants 
a criminal offence. 

Mr. DOTY gave notice of his intention to introduce the 
following : | 

« Joint resolution tendering a welcome to Louis Kossuth, | 
and making an appropriation to defray the expenses of his 
reception by the President.”? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, gave notice thathe will, on | 
some future day, ask leave to introduce a bill to amend an | 
act entitled “An act to regulate the carriage of passengers 
in merchant vessels. ”” 

By Mr. PHELPS: A bill to ameud an act entitled “ An || 
act to provide for the payment of horses and other property || 
lost or destroyed in the military service of the United | 
States,” approved March 3d, 1849. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees: | | 


By Mr. PRICE: The petition of William A. Christian, | 
raying to be allowed certain payments made to officers on 
Poard the United States steamer Princeton. 

Also, the petition of Daniel S. Anderson, praying an 
allowance of prize money due his father, Thomas O. An- 
derson, one of the captors of the frigate Philadelphia. 

By Mr. PORTER: The petition and papers of Thomas 
Allen, of St. Louis, Missouri, asking compensation for 
priuting done by order of the State Department. 1 

Also, the memorial of R. H. Griffith, L. P. Hallack, Par- || 
ker Dudley, Benjamin Davis, and James F. Mahan, the || 
late and present register and receiver at Palmyra, Mis- 
souri, asking compensation for locating military bounty 
land warrants. 


| 
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himself to be the son, and perhaps the only child 
and heir, of Major William Merideth, who was 
an officer in the army of the Revolution. He 


| avails himself of the example set by the Congress 


of the United States,in the case of Miss Charlotte 
Lynch, to present this petition to Congress. I 

will not read about the sufferings of his father in | 
the Revolution; it is suflicient to say that he was a 
soldier from its commencement to its.end. He 
‘* states that his father received his commutation 
of five years’ full pay, in lieu of the half pa 

promised him by his country for life. That he 
was reluctantly forced to this by a law to which 
he was no party, and by the necessity. which 
the privations and losses of war had entailed 
upon him. He lived until the 23d February, 


|| 1833, (on which day he died,) a period so long 


that his half pay for life would have quadrupled | 
the amount he received for his commutation. 
Your petitioner is rejoiced to see, that in a recent 
case—the case of Miss Charlotte Lynch—your 
honorable body has at length recognized the 
great rule of justice, as applicable to your revo- 
lutionary ancestors, that they are not to be de- 
prived of the benefits of a contract to which they | 
were a party, and which they sealed with their 
blood, by the provisions of a law to which they 


| were no party at all,’’&c. He goes on to say 


that he hopes that Congress will mete out to him 
the same justice which was meted to Miss Char- | 
lotte Lynch, and allow him the difference between 


| the half pay and commutation pay, which would 


now amount in his case to some twenty or thirty 
thousand dollars. I hope Congress will see the 


| propriety of doing equal justice to all its citizens; 


and that Mr. Merideth’s memorial may be referred, | 
without further reading, to the Committee on Rev- 


'| olutionary Claims, and that they will take it into 
| their special consideration. I will state that I will | 


furnish to the committee, from the Pension Office, 


| the evidences of Colonel Merideth’s qualifications 
| as an officer of the Army of the Revolution. 


The memorial was referred accordingly. 
Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of the late 
and present land officers at @ixon, Illinois, pray- | 
ing compensation for services in entries of land 
under military bounty land warrants; which was 


By Mr. CABELL, of Florida: The petition of John G. li referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Gamble, Frederick Class, James A. D. Lawrence, Captain 


John Philips, and others; Captain William Black and || 


others; John G. Smith, Alexander Watson, Jeremiah 
Wingate, the heirs of John Slaughter, heirs of Lieutenant 
John Gregg, Charles Reeder, Benjamin Holland, and Ma- 
trossy & Farrally. 

Mr. MEACHAM asked leave to withdraw from the files 
of the House, and refer to the*committees, the following 
} = nek Vermont volunteers in the battle of Plattsburg, 

odman Chapman, Rebecca Furman, Sylvanus Blodget, 
Joseph Johnson, Samuel Page, and Emanuel P. Stedman. 

By Mr. BUSBY: The petition and accompanying papers 
in relation to the claim of Andrew H. Patterson, of Ohio, 
askingpayment for certain mail bags made for the Post Of- 
fice Department. 
_ By Mr. BOWNE: The petition of Thomas Barclay Liv- | 
ingston, United States Consul at Halifax, for increased com- | 
pensation. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of General William Blake | 
for his back pension, and for an increase of the pension now 
received by him. 

_By Mr. STUART: The petition of certain Hollanders, | 
citizens of the State of Michigan, asking an appropriation 
for the improvement of Black Lake Harbor, on Lake 
Michigan, in said State. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, December 10, 1851. 





Prayer by the Rev. C. M. Burier. {| 


message was received from the House of | 
Representatives by Mr. Forney, their Clerk: 

Mr. Prestpenr: The House of Representatives concur 
in the resolution of the Senate for the election of two Chap- | 
lains to Congress, one by each House, and have elected 
the Rev. Lrrrieron F. Morean, Chaplain on their part. 


Suance of the joint rules of the two Houses, the following 
committees on their 2 
On the Libr r. CHANDLER Of Pennsylvania, Mr. 


Woovwarp of South Carolina, and Mr. Mann of Massa- 
chusetts, 


‘| Railroad Company, praying a grant of public lan 


Mr. SMITH presented the petition of Avery 
| Downer, a surgeon’s mate in the revolutionary 
| Army, praying to be allowed a pension; which 
| was referred.to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Jos. 
Mitchell, praying to be allowed arrears of pay | 
' and bounty land for services as a soldier in the { 

last war with Gregt Britain; which was referred | 
| to the Committee on Public Lands. 
| Mr. GEYER presented the petition of the late 
| and present land officers at Palmyra, Missouri, 
| praying compensation for services in the entry of 
fan s under bounty land warrants; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. | 
| Also, a memorial of the Ohio and ene 
8 
to aid in the construction of their railroad; which 





i| was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


| 


|| Mr. FISH presented a memorial of the assist- | 


| ant marshal of Sullivan county, New York, pray- 
| ing additional compensation for services in taking 
the Seventh Census; which was referred to the 
| Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa, submitted additional 
documents in relation to the claim of the heirs of 
Henry. King, deceased; which, with their memo- 





rial on the files of the Senate, were refefred to the | 


Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


|| Also, additional documents relating to the claim | 
di ; ‘ .* a aed 
The House of Representatives have appoipted, in pur- of John 8S. Devlin, administrator of Elijah J. | 
1 


Weed, deceased; which, with his petition on the 


'| files of the Senate, were referred to the Committee | 
|| on Naval Affairs. 
|| Mr. BERRIEN presented the memorial of 


On Enrolled Bilis—Mr. Witprick of New Jersey, and i Catharine B. Turner, widow and executrix of 


Mr. Barrere, of Ohio. 
PETITIONS. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I hold in my hand the 
petition of William L. Merideth, who represents 


4 


|| Daniel Turner, deceased, late a‘captain in the 
| Navy, praying the reimbursement of expenses 
paoberrell by her husband in receiving and enter- 

taining on board the vessel under his command 


rere eremene amena tna aaa 


certain public functionariesof the United States, 
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in foreign countries, while on foreign stations, 
from 1841 to’ 1844; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. PRATT presented the memorial of La- 
vinia Taylor, widow of a private in the Army of 
the United States, praying to be allowed a pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi, presented the pe- 
tition of Anna De Neufville Evans, heir and legal 
representative of John De Neufville & Son, pray- 
ing repayment of advances made by said De 
Neufville in the revolutionary war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Rev: lutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the memoria of the 
Board of Internal Improvement of the State of 
“Florida, praying a grant of public lands to the 
Florida, Atlantic, and Gulf Central Railroad Com- 
pany, to aid in the construction of their railroad; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. UPHAM, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of John T. Sullivan, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. CLEMENS, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Wm. C. Easton, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of H. Paulding, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs; and thatthe petition of Horace Southwayd & Son, 
on the files of the Senate, De referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the judges and menibers 
of the bar at New Orleans, Louisiana, and a memorial of 
the New Orleans bar, on the files of the’Senate, in relation 
tothe forms of practice in the circuit and district courts 
of the United States in Louisiana, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. WHITCOMB, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of Mary B. Renner, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 

Ordered, ‘That the memorial of the heirs of Joseph Wat 
son, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Alexander Y. P. Garnett, 


on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of William A. Seely, onthe 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 


On motion by Mr. RHETT, it was 
Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs and executors 
of Samuel Prioleat, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
On motion by Mr. MASON, it was 
Ordered, That the memorial of Salvadora MeLaughiin, 
widow of Lieutenant Joha IT. McLaughlin, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval Aifaira. 
On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, it was 
Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate 
relating to the application of Thomas J. Godman for an 
extension of a patent, be referred to the Committee on Pat- 
| ents and the Patent Office. 


On motion by Mr. HALE, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of the men:bers of the bar 
of New Hampshire, and the documents on the files of the 
| Senate rejating to an increase of the salary of the United 
| States district judge for the district of New Han:pshire, be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of the members of the bar of 
' the District of Columbia, on the files of the Senate, relative 
to an increase of the salary of the judge of the criminal 
court for that District, be referred to the Committee on the 
|, Judiciary. 
On motion by Mr, GWIN, it was 
Ordered, That a memorial, on the files of the Senate 
for the relief of the widows and orphans of the officers an 
seamen of the United States brig Washington, lost in Sep- 
tember, 1846, be referred to the Committee on Naval Afffairs. 


On motion by Mr. FELCH, it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of Vietor Morass, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
\| Public Lands. 


















































































































Tat A rsa 


OR 5 
s Fe oS 
SA ae 


raat 
















































































a 





_ 
LN 


50 


On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, it was 


THE CON 
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| which was read a first and second time by its title, 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of the heirs of || and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
William Beatty, on the files of the Senate, be referred to || 


the Gommittee on Revolutionary Claims. 
On motion by Mr. DAVIS, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Martha Gray, widow of 
Captain Robert Gray, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by’Mr. CHASE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of J. Williamson, on the files | 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. NORRIS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers on the files of the 
Senate, relating to the claim of the widow of the late Gen- | 
eral John MecNiel, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. || 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the petition of the administrator of Gerar1 | 
Wood, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
nittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SMITH, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial on the files of the Senate 
relating to the subject of amending patent laws, be referred 
to the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 


On motion by Mr. FISH, it was 


Ordered, That the petitions presented at the last session 
of Congress from assistant marshals, praying additional 
compensation for services in taking the seventh census, be | 
veterred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. MASON gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize the pay- 
ment of invalid pensions in certain cases. 

Mr. DOWNS gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam Daly. 

Mr. BORLAND gave notice of his intention to | 
ask leave to introduce a bill to revive a portion of | 
an act for the relief of the widows of deceased 
soldiers. 

Mr. HALE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill increasing the salary of 
the United States district judge of the district of | 
New Hampshire. 

Mr. MALLORY gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Wil- |. 
liam Richardson and others. 

Mr. WALKER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to intfoduce a bill to grant to the State 
ef Wisconsin the Military Reservation at Fort 
Winnebago, in that State, to aid in improving the | 
navigation of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, gave notice of his || 
intention to ask leave to introduce a bill granting 
to the State of Wisconsin a donation of public 
lands, to aid in the construction of arailroad from | 
the city of Milwaukie to the Mississippi river. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, gave notice of his inten- 
tion to ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to relinquish to the State of lowa the 
lands reserved for salt springs therein; 

A bill to establish additional land offices in the | 
State of Towa; and 

A bill to grant to the city of Burlington, in 
Towa, the land heretofore reserved between that 
city and the Mississippi river. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, gave notice of his inten- 
tion to ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief | 
of preémption claimants for the land upon which | 
the towns of Fort Madison and Burlington, in 
lowa, are situated. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice of his inten- 
tion to ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill granting a pension to Sally T. Floyd, 
widow of Lieutenant George C. Floyd, late of the 
United States Army; 

A bill for the relief of Theodore Offut; and 

A bill to provide for the unpaid claims of the 
officers and soldiers in the Virginia State and 
Continental line of the Army of the Revolution. 

Mr. PEARCE gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill in addition to and 
amendatory of ‘* An act to provide for the settle- || 
ment of the accounts of public officers and others | 
who may have received moneys arising from mil-. |: 
itary contributions or otherwise in Mexico,”’ ap- |, 
proved 34 March, 1849. H 

Mr. BADGER gave notice of his intention to |! 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of M. | 
K. Warrington. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. CLEMENS, agreeably to previous notice, || 


i} 
i 


' than an argument. 
| gress requested the President to authorize the em- 


Mr. WALKER, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
authorize the State of Wisconsin to select the resi- 
due of the lands to which that State is entitled 
under the act of August 8, 1846, to aid in the im- 
provenient of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee oi Public Lands. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD offered the following reso- | 
| lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
| sent and adopted: 


Resolved, -That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of employing one 
or more competent civil engineers to make the necessary 
explorations and surveys, and to ascertain the cost of sup- 
plying-the Ohio river and its navigable tributaries with 
water, during periods of drought, from artificial reservoirs, 


| according to the plan submitted to Congress by Charies 


Ellet, jr., civil engineer, so as to make the same perma- 
nently navigable tor vessels and boats drawing four feet of 
water. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


| Davis, on the 8th instant, was taken up for con- | 
| sideration and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be instructed 
to complete the sets of statutes of the United States in use 


| in the Senate, its offices, and committee rooms, by adding | 
thereto the ninth volume. 


REPORT OF A STANDING COMMITTEE. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which was referred the joint 


|| resolution explanatory of the act approved Sep- 


tember 28th, 1850, entitled ‘* An act granting 
bounty lands to certain officers and soldiers who 


|, have been engaged in the military service of the 


United States,’’ reported back the same with an 


_ amendment; which was ordered to be printed. 


RECEPTION Of KOSSUTH. 
On the motion of Mr. SEWARD, the Senate 
pe to the consideration of the special order, 
veing his resolution of welcome to Kossuth. 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, words are 


'| Sometimes things; and I cannot disguise from my- 
| self that the resolution in honor of Louis Kossuth, 
|| now pending before the Senate, when finally en 


will bean act of no small significance in the history 
of our country. ‘The Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
Berrien] was right when he said thatit was no un- 


' meaning compliment® Beyond its immediate wel- 


come to an illustrious stranger, it will help to com- 
bine and direct the sentiments of our own people 
everywhere; it will inspire all in other lands who 
are engaged in the contest for freedom; it will 
challenge the disturbed attention of despots; and 
it will become a precedent, whose importance will 
grow, in the thick-coming events of the future, 
with the growing might of the Republic. In this 
view, it becomes us to consider well what we do, 
and to understand the grounds of our conduct. 
For myself, | am prepared togote for it, without 


| amendment or condition of any kind, and on rea- 


sons which seem to meat once obvious and conclu- 
sive. In assigning these, I shall be brief; and, let 
me say, that novice as I am in this Hall, and, in- 
deed, in all legislative halls, nothing but my strong 
interest in the question, as now presented, and a 
hope to say something directly upon it, could 
prompt me thus early to mingle in these debates. 
The case seems to require a statement, rather 
As I understand, the last Con- 


ployment of one of our public vessels to receive 
and convey Louis Kossuth to the United States. 
This honorable service was performed, under the 
express direction of the President, and in pursu- 


' ance of the vote of Congress, by one of the best- 
‘appointed ships of our Navy—the steam-frigate 


Mississippi. Far away from our country, in for- 
eign waters, in the currents of the Bosphorus, the 
Hungarian chief, es from his Turkish exile, 
first pressed the deck of this gallant vessel; first 
came under the protection of our national flag,and, 
for the first time in his life, rested beneath the ensign 
of an unquestioned Republic. From that moment 
he became our guest. The Republic, which thus far 
he had seen only in delighted dream or vision, was 
now his host. And though this relation was in- 


terrupted for a few weeks by his wise and brilliant 


asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill grant- || visit to England, yet its duties and its pene 


ing the right of way and making a donation of || as I confidently submit, are not yet en 


ed. The 


land to the State of Alabama, in aid of the con- i liberated exile is now at our gates. Sir, we can- 
struction of the Mobile and Girard Railroad; !) not do things by halves; and the hospitality thus, 
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Dee 
‘ 10, 
ao the auspices of Congress, begun, must, wn. 
er the auspices of Congress, be continued, Th 
hearts of the people are already open to receiv, 
him; Congress cannot turn its back upon him R 
But I would join in this welcome, not mere) 
because it is essential to complete and crown 2 
work of the last Congress; but because our guest 
deserves it at our hands. The distinction is grea, 
I know; but itis not so great as his deserts, }}; 
deserves it as the early, constant, and incorruptibj, 
champion of the Liberal Cause in Hungary—yw), 
while yet young, with unconscious power girdej 
himself for the contest—and by a series of mas. 
terly labors, with voice and pen, in parliamentary 
debates and in the discussions of the press, breathe 
into his country the breath of life. He deserves 
it, by the great principles of tyue democracy which 
he caused to be recognized—representation of the 
people without distinction of rank or birth, and 
equality before the law. He deserves it, by the trials 
he has undergone, in prison and in exile. H, 
deserves it, by the precious truth, which he now go 
eloquently proclaims, of the Fraternity of Nations 
As I regard his course, I am filled with reverence 
and awe. I see in him, more than in any other 
living man, the power which may be exerted by 
a single, earnest, honest soul, in a noble cause, 
In himself he is more than a whole cabinet, more 
than a whole army. I watch him in Hungary, 
while, like Carnot in France, he * organizes yie. 
tory;’’ I follow him in exile to distant Agi- 
atic Turkey, and there find him, with only a 
scanty bina of attendants, in weakness and cop- 
finement, still the dread of despots; I sympathize 
with him in his happy release; and now, as he 
comes more within the sphere of our immediate 
observation, amazement fills us all in the contem- 
plation of his career, while he proceeds from land 
to land, from city to city, and with words of 
matchless eloquence, seems at times the fiery 
sword of freedom, and then the trunapet of resur- 
rection to the nations— Tuba mirum spargens sonum, 
I know not how others have been impressed, 
but I can call to mind no incident in history—no 
event of peace or war—certainly none of war 
—more strongly calculated—better adapted—to 
touch and exalt the imagination and the heart than 
his recent visit to England. He landed on the 
southern coast, not far from where William of 
Normandy, nearly eight centuries ago, had landed; 
not far from where, nineteen centuries ago, Julius 
Cesar had landed also; but William, on the field 
of Hastings, and Cesar, in his adventurous expe- 
dition, made no conquest comparable in grandeur 
to that achieved by the unarmed and unattended 
Hungarian. A multitudinous people, outnumber 
ing far the armies of those earlier times, was sub- 
dued by his wisdom and eloquence; and this exile, 
proceeding from place to place, traversing the coun- 
try, at last inthe very heart of the kingdom, threw 
down the gauntlet of the Republic. Without 
equivocatioh, amidst the supporters of monarchy, 
in the shadow of a lofty throne, he proclaimed 
himself a republican, ef proclaimed the republic 
as his cherished aspiration for Hungary@ And 
yet, amidst the excitement of this unparalleled 


scene, with that discretion which I pray may 


ever attend him, asa good angel—the ancient pos 
aptly tells us that no Divinity is absent where 
Prudence is present—he forbore all suggestion 
of interference with the existing institutions of the 
country whose guest he was, recognizing that vital 
principle of self-government, by virtue of which 
every State chooses for itself the institutions and 
rulers which it prefers. , 
Such a character, thus grandly historic—® 
living Wallace—a living Tell—I had almost said 
a living Washington—deserves our homage: nor 
am I tempted to ask if there be any precedent 
for the resolution now under consideration. 
There is a time for all things; and the time has 
come for us to make a precedent in harmony 
with this unprecedented career. The occasion 
is fit; the hero is near; let us speak our wel- 
come, It is true that, unlike Lafayette, he has 
never directly served our country; but I cannot 
admit that, on this account, he is less worthy. 
Like Lafayette, he periled life and all; like Lafay- 
ette, he has done penancein an Austrian dungeon; 
like Lafayette, he has served the cause of free- 
dom; and whosoever ‘serves this cause, whereso- 
ever he may be, in whatever land, is entitled, ac- 
cording to his works, to the gratitude of every true 
American bosom, of every true lover of mankind. 
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The resolution before us commends itself by its 
simplicity and com leteness.” In this respect, it 
seems to me preferable to that of the Senator from 
jiinois, (Mr. Saieips;} nor is it obnoxious to 
objections ur ed against that of the Senator from 
Mississippi; [Mr. Foore,] nor do I see that it can 


rive any just umbrage, in our diplomatic relations, 


even to t : ; 4 
Austria. Though we have the high authority of 
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| stroy, the value of our act. A generous hospitality | 


1 sensitive representative of the house of | 


the President in his message for styling our guest | 


«Governor’’—a title which seems to imply the de | 
facto independence of. Hungary at the very time | 


‘when our Government declined to acknowledge 


jt—the resolution avoids this difficulty, and speaks 


of him without title of any kind—simply as a pri- | 
As such, it offers him a welcome | 


vate citizen. 
to the capital and to the country. 


The comity of nations I respect. To the behests | 
r As in | 


of the law of nations I ae bow. 
our domestic affairs, all acts are brought to the 
Constitution, as to a touchstone; so, in our 
foreign affairs, all acts are brought to the touch- 
stone of the law of nations—that supreme law— 


the world’s collected will—which overarches the | 


grand Commonwealth of Christian States. What 


that forbids 1 forbear to do. 


be found which forbids us to welcome any exile 
of freedom. 


Looking at this resolution dn its various lights; | 


as acarrying out ef the act of the last Congress; 
as justly due to the exalted character of our guest; 
and as properin form, and consistent with the law 


of nations, it seems impossible to avoid the con- | 


clusion in its favor. On its merits it would natu- 
rally be adopted. And here I might stop. 


Butan appeal has been made against the resolu- | 


tion on grounds which seem to me extraneous and 


irrelevant. It has been attempted to involve it with | 


the critical question of intervention by our country 
in European affairs; and recent speeches in Eng- 


land and New York have been adduced to show | 


that such intervention is sought by our guest. It 
is sufficient to say, in reply to this suggestion, in- 
troduced by the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Ber- 
wien] with a skill which all might envy—and also 
by the Senator from New Jersey, [Mr. Mitter]— 


that no such intervervention is promised or implied | 
It does not appear on the face of | 


by the resolution. 


the resolution; it cannot, in any way, be inferred | 
Tt can be found only in the | 


from the resolution. 
imagination, in the anxieties, or in the fears of 
Senators. It is a mere ghost, and not a reality. 
As such we may dismiss it. But I feel strongly 
on this point, and desire to go further. 


While thus warmly joining.in this tribute, let me |. 
be understood as in no respect encouraging “2 idea | 


of armed intervention in European affairs. Sucha 
system would open phials of perplexities and ills, 
which I trust our country will never be called to 
affront. In the wisdom of Washington we may 
find perpetual counsel. 


to all, in every land, who struggle for Human 
Rights; but, sternly as Washington, on another 


occasion, against every ea against all popu- | 
I 


lar appeals, against all solicitations, against all 
blandishments, I would uphold with steady hand 
the peaceful neutrality of the country. Could I now 
approach our mighty guest, I would say to him with 
the respectful frankness of a friend: ‘ Be content 
with the outgushing sympathy which you now so 


marvelous! Po everywhere throughout this | 


wide-spread land, and may it strengthen your soul! 


Trust in God, in the inspiration of your cause, |, 


and in the Great Future, pregnant with freedom 
for all mankind. But respect our ideas, as we re- 
spect yours. Do not seek to reverse our tradi- 


tional, Slauaibte sofaiont, of Peace. Do not, under || 


the too plausible sophism of upholding non-interven- 
lion, provoke American intervention on distant Euro- 
peal soil. Leave us to tread where Washington 
points the way.” — 

And yet with these convictions, Mr. President, 
which I now mostsincerely express, I trust the Sen- 
ator from Gone (Mr. Bernten] will pardon me 
when I say that I cunnotjoin in his proposed amend- 
ment; ak for this specific reason. ft attaches to 
an act of courtesy and welcome a condition, which, 
however just as an independent proposition, is most 
ungracious in such connection. It is out of place, 


and everything out of place is, to a certain extent, 


offensive. If adopted, it would impair, if not de- 


el 
But no text of this || 
voluminous code, no commentary, no gloss, can | 


Like Washington, in | 
his eloquent words to the Minister of the French | 
Directory, 1 would offer sympathy and God speed | 








will not make terms or conditions with a guest; 
and such hospitality, I trust, Congress will tender 
to Louis Kossuth. 

Mr, STOCKTON, Mr. President, suryounded 
by Senators of so great ability—so experienced by 
many years in council—it is with profound defer- 
ence to their superior wisdom, that I mingle my 
voice in this debate. I would much prefer being 
an auditor, but the extraordinary nature of the sub- 
ject now under consideration, as well as of some 


of the doctrines insisted upon by those who oppose | 


the resolution, compel me, however reluctant, to 
trespass for a few moments on your attention. 
What is the subject of your deliberations? sim- 
ply, whether or not you shall carry out the initia- 
tive hospitality of a preceding Congress. The 
adoption of the resolution ‘has this extent, no 
more.’’ It is the natural sequel of the resolution 
of the last Congress, inviting the Hungarian exile 
| to these shores. It contemplates nothing further. 
It involves no question of foreign policy—it looks 
neither to intervention nor to non-intervention., 
Sir, I regard the honar of Congress more than 
I do Mr. Kossuth. The truth is, sir—and I might 
as well frankly avow it—some of the sentiments 
and opinions of this distinguished stranger and 
illustrious exile are not my sentiments or opinions 
|in regard to the workings and the results of the 
British monarchy. But let that pass. I am glad 
that he has been received with so much cordiality 
by the people of New York, and that the Tam- 
many Hall men and the Whigs have united to 
make his reception most honorable and gratifying 
to him. I commend this fact to the remembrance 
|| of the Senator from Kentucky, who, if he had 
known as much of the honor and virtue and 
patriotism of Old Tammany as he does of those 
old and time-honored principles of international law 
which would prevent an American citizen from 
expressing the honest feelings of a republican free- 
man without rebuke, he would have saved the 
fling he made at the old Democratic Wigwam in 
| New York. But let that pass too. Sir, in view 
of the peaceful struggle now going on in the world 
between the friends of free government and des- 
| potism, it seems to me to be proper and right that 
his reception here should be hospitable and affec- 
|| tionate. Congress have made him the guest of the 
nation—as such the people in New York have 
received him. Europe will discern an emphatic 
|, moral in the event. 


among the sons of liberty, will see from the greet- 
ing which we extend to him that the people of the 
United States fear them not; that on all suitable 
oecasions we will speak out our abhorrence of 
| their atrocious systems of government, and our 
sympathy with those gallant men, whether suc- 
cessful or unsuccessful, who strike a blow in 
| defence of national independence and free gov- 
ernment. By the course proposed, we shall 


tion, and shgw that our Republie is steadfast in 
' the faith of Washington and his compatriots. 
We will teach the world, that whatever of worth 
or-wisdom, of exalted devotion te enlightened free- 
dom, despotism in Europe may — from her 
shores, will be appreciated here; that here our 
/ arms will be stretched forth and our doors open 


portion to the ferocity of his persecution there, 
| will be the cordiality of his reception here. But, 
sir, we are told that we will get entangled with 
|| other nations if we do this honor to Kossuth, and 
| that blows will probably follow words. Well, 
|| sir, I am no prophet: I cannot tell what will 
|| happen. But suppose it should produce such a 
|| state of things, what then? Why, sir, we have 
| 


got a Secretary of State who, with one oscillation 
| of his great mind would blow all their fine-spun 


| ciples of national policy which govern our foreign 
| relations; on the contrary, 1 feel assured that 





who will teach them that blows will be given as | 


well as received. Sir, Iam not one of those who | 
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sition, and in reference to what fell from the 
onorable Senator from Massachusetts, I will 
hazard the assertion, that the rigid neutrality of the 
Washington administration, wise and just as it 
then was, would not now (if a similar belligerent 
State of the world existed) be possible. Then 
our weakness admonished us not to risk the trial 
of our strength, or tempt the hazards of war. We 


| wisely suffered much, submitted to many wrongs, 


he despots who drove him | 
| forth from his country, to seek an asylum here | 


testify our fidelity to the principles of our Revolu- | 


wide to welcome the exiled patriot; that in pro- | 


1 webs into thin air, and we have a gallant Navy || 


| the wonderful growth and development of the. 


| think that no change will ever be made in the prin- 
| 


| United States, far exceeding in amount and rapidi- 
| ty the most sanguine ex 
| of the Republic, will 

our national policy, in various respects different 
from that which prevailed in the infancy of the 


tations of the founders 





country. For the sake merely of illustrating this | 


emand a modification of | 


and endured them as less evils than war with 
a powerful adversary. In truth, we consulted the 
dictates of a masterly prudence, in preference to 
indulging the martial spirit of our country. We 
chose to nurse the infant Hercules, until he should 
be able to encounter, upon more equal terms, the 
monsters he was destined to overthrow, 1 need 
not say how the proud spirit of America chafed 
and fretted under the insults and aggressions of 
Great Britain and France. It is recorded in his- 
tory that we submitted not without murmurs of 
dissatisfaction. But the injuries of the boy should 
not rankle in the memory of the wise man, I 
have adverted to them only to show the change 
which has taken place in these principles, which 
will no doubt. hereafter govern our foreign rela- 
tions. No American statesman can now contem- 


| plate any condition of the world, or any principle 


of public policy which would for a moment permit 
the United States to submit to any indignity from 
any power onearth. We acknowledge no supe- 
riors. Nay; all christendom combined would not 
appal the stout heartof America. In a good cause, 
and with a united people, we know and feel that we 


are invincible. 


Mr. President, it has become quite fashionable 


| to approve and applaud constitutional monarchies; 


and the Government of Great Britain has been 
more than once referred to. Sir, 1 have not found, 
either in her traditions or her histories, one forward 
step in the cause of free government which she 
has taken except by compulsion. Look at her, 
and you will see a country whose government is 
monarchical and whose institutions are essential- 
ly aristocratical, the most prominent feature of 
which is the degradation of the masses. There, 
sir, the land, the operative capital, the law-making 
power, are in the hands of comparatively a few; 
while all the rest are reduced to a state of practi- 
cal slavery of the worst kind—obliged to work 
for masters who are under no corresponding obli- 
gation to provide for their wants. Sir, this state 
of things in England is subversive of all the ends 
of just government. Their work-houses are crowd- 
ed to overflowing; their home prisons and their 
convict receptacles abroad are peopled with the 
miserable results of their domestic serfdom. The 
end ofall government should be the promotion of 
human happiness, the elevation of human nature; 
and a republican rovernment is-best calculated to 
realize these results. ‘The issue in the coming 
struggle, disguise itas you may, is between kings 
and republicans; and, in my judgment, has coa- 
ama in the amicable struggle now going on 
for British or American ascendency on the ocean. 
The aational sensibilities on both sides are keenly 
awakened and excited with reference to the con- 
test. For my part, I desire the ascendency of re- 
publican principles. All kings are alike to me, I 
desire the ascendency of my country over all 


| others—I desire, from my heart, success in this 


gigantic struggle for supremacy on the ocean. I 
desire to see the trident of the seas wrenched 
from the tenacious grasp of that haughty and 
kingly empire—not for the purpose of ambitious 
extension—not to tyrannize or dictate, in the spirit 
of an intermeddling propagandism; but to hasten 
the time when the sword shall no longer be the 
arbiter of national disputes. Peace is the true policy 
of this Republic. Peace is the animating genius of 


our institutions. 


When the United States shall become the most 
owerful of all the nations ef the globe, then I be- 
te the time will have arrived when the principles 
of right reason, of humanity, and of Christianity, 
will exert their natural and superior power in ma- 


| king war no longer the last resort for the settle- 
| ment of national quarrels, 


If we shall then pre- 
sume to dictate, we will dictate -Peace as the 
sovereign law of all nations, and War as the vio- 
lation of that universal law. If ambition for the 
ascendency of my country for such a purpose be 
censurable, I invoke the censure it merits; but be- 


|| fore the world I declare this to be the spirit of my 


ambition. 
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Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise for the purpose 
of saying to the Senator from New Jersey who 
has just taken his seat, that I should have asked 
the privilege of making an explanation during the 
progress of his remarks but for my reluctance to 
say anything while he was making the speech 
which he has so handsomely delivered. I hope 
he did not understand me when I spoke the other 
day as casting any reflection of an insulting char- 
acter upon Tammany or the Tammany Society. 
if he did so understand me, he certainly misun- 
derstood me, because I had no such intention. 
On the contrary, I spoke of the movement there 
as one indicating 4 deposition to change the long- 
settled policy of the country. I spoke of them as 
a body entitled to great influence, and possessing 
great influence, and I deprecated the movement on 
that account. I have risen merely for the purpose 
of putting myself right, I hope, in his estimation, 
and particularly in the estimation of the gentlemen 
who may compose that society, with which I ac- 
knowledge I have no great acquaintance, as the 
gentleman might have known trom our relative 
positions on the continent. I havé made this 
statement to show that I meant novindignity what- 
ever to that Society, and | hope that I shall not 
be understood as having designed anything of the 
kind. 

Mr. CLEMENS said: Mr. President, I regret 
very sincerelv that this resolution was introduced. 
It is painful to do anything seemingly discour- 
teous, and as [ must oppose the adoption of this 
and all similar resolutions, | should greatly have 
weferred that the especial champions of Louis 
Cossuth had been content to leave him in the 
hands of the people, without attempting to commit 
the Government to any of his schemes for revo- 
Jutionizing Europe. 

I have listened, Mr. President, with great at- 
tention to all that has been said in this debate, 
and if I have been convinced of nothing else, I am 
at least satisfied that the resolution on your table 
furnishes a most excelient subject for speech- 
making. It possesses the peculiar advantage, that 
the less we baaes about it, the better we can talk 
upon it. We may then give free rains to the 
imagination, and faney can supply all that is 
needed to give beauty to a sentence or symmetry 
to the whole discourse. A great man bent, but 
not broken by misfortune; an exile pleading the 
cause of his bleeding country; a gallant people, 
struggling for freedom against overwhelming 
odds, overpowered, crushed for a time, but only 
waiting for a ray of hope, a word of sympathy, 
to rise again upon their oppressors; all these are 
themes upon which even a dull man might grow 
eloquent. The misfortune is, that so much of it is 
fency; so little is fact. I understand the friends of 
Kossuth to base his claims to a public reception 
by Congress, partly upon the assumed fact that 
he is a republican in principle, and has been the 
great disseminator of republican sentiments 
throughout Europe; and I have heard, I must 
confess with some regret, that he was expected to 
liberalize still more the already liberal dene pre- 
vailing upon this continent. In other words, that 
he is to give lessons to the descendants of the pa- 
triots of °76, and teach this benighted land the rudi- 
ments of civil liberty. Sir, I think it well enough 
to inquire, before we enter his school, when he be- 
came a republican? If I have read the history of 
that struegle aright, it was not until defeat and 
misfortune had overtaken him. In the zenith 
of his power—in the pride of his high place as 
Dictator of Hungary, he saw no beauty in univer- 
sal equality, and knelt at no altar erected to Free- 
dom. The contest in which he was engaged was 
not a contest between despotism and republi- 
ennism. It was a war of races. Kossuth and 
his associates were the oppressors, not the op- 
pressed. So far from rebelling against the Em- 
peror of Austria, they titioned him, in the 
humblest terms, not for liberty, not for the se- 
curity of their own rights, but for aid to enable 
them to keep another people in subjection. I have 
that petition before me. A short extract from it 
will enable the Senate to determine how far the 
Magyars at that day deserved the character of 
republicans: 

From a Memorial presented to the Archduke by Kossuth 
and the Hungerian Ministry, July 4th, 1848. 

‘Tf his highness ‘the Archduke John will bestow a care- 
ful attention upon al! that we have just said, he cannot but 
be convinesd of the true character of the rebellion of those 
States, which make great pretensions of fidelity to the Sov- 
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ereign, whilst violating the royal authority, he cannot but il 











| therefore come forward in the spirit of reaction, as the 


| Majesty, in order to enlighten the unhappy and deceived 


| extorted by the 
| compulsion.”’ 


|race in subjection—a people every way their 
| equals, and who, if we are to judge from the dif- 
' ferent character of the petitions presented by them, 


oe with me is, not whether he preaches free- 
om and equality now, when he is a wanderer and || 


perceive that even their offer of joining Austria is merely a | 
feigned pretext, in order to give at the crisis of the struggle 
such a superiority to the Sclavish element in Austria that, |) 
after thus compleitcly paralyzing the German element, and | 
undernygning the Austrian throne, the empire shall be split | 
up int independent Sclavish kingdoms, and the very exist- | 
ence of the Austrian Imperial House shall be thus buried. | 
** And yet loyulty and attachment to the King is so deepl 
rooted in the heart of the Hungarian nation, that the II- 
lyrian rebels are well aware, that in openly exhibiting their | 
intentions, they will not mect any sympathy. They have 


pseudo-heroes of the royal authority, and against the Hun- 
garian nation, who have not attacked the royal power, for 
whom a lega! independence and a constitutional adminis- 
tration is not a recent grant, but an ancient right, sanctioned | 
by innumerable royal oaths—against the Hungarian nation, | 
which at this present moment, when almost every throne 
in civilized Europe is tottering, remains not only the firm- 
est, but the only firm prop of the Austrian throne. This 
feeling and this experience have led us to to request the | 


| kind assistance of his Highness the Archduke John with | 


respect fo the Iliyrian rebellion.”” 
* * - * . * 7. . * * 
“The disloyal rebels actually boast of the support of the 
offended ruling House itself! And when we requested his 


people, by his own handwriting, to let the people know that | 
his Majesty disapproves of tre rebellion, and is determined 
to maintain, in all their integrity, the solemnly affirmed in- 
violability of the Hungarian Crown and the authority of 
the laws, the leaders of the rebels deceived the people by 


| declaring that this has not been done voluntarily on the part | 


of his Majesty, but thatit is merely an unwilling expression, | 
Hungarian Ministry, through means of | 


The Illyrian rebels, against whom Kossuth so 
humbly petitioned the aid of the King, had de- 
manded, and were strucgling to obtain, some small 
portion of the natural rights of man, and the war 
which finally ended in the subjugation of Hungary 
was begun by the Magyars to keep the Sclavonian 


seem to me to have been far better entitled to the 
sympathies of a free people than Kossuth and his 
associates. 

I have read the petition of the Magyars; let me 
now call the attention of the Senate to that of their | 
antagonists: | 

| 

« Emperor, if you reject our prayers, we shall know how 
to vindicate our liberty without you; and we prefer to die 
heroically, like a Sclavonian people, rather than to bear any 
longer such a yoke as is imposed upon us by an Asiatic 
horde, from whom we have nothing good to receive or to 
learn. Emperor, know that we prefer, if we must choose 
between them, the knout of the Russians to the insolence 
of the Magyars. We will not, on any terms, belong to the 
Magyars. Remember, that if Croatia forms but a thirty- 
fifth part of your empire, the Croatians constitute a third of 
your whole infantry.”’ | 

Sir, the men who uttered such sentiments de- 
served to be free. They are words fit to be spoken 
by freemen, and I must be excused if I cannot 
feel any extraordinary enthusiasm in the cause of a 
man who sought to hold them in bondage. The | 


an exile, but rather, what was~his practice when | 
power was in his hands, and when to have sur- 
rendered that power would have been,indeed amerit 
worthy of a world’s admiration. 
tracing the history of that period affords me no | 
pleasure, but when I am called upon, as the repre- 
sentative of a sovereign State, to aid in conferring 
on any individual an extraordinary honor, it is m 
duty to ascertain how far that honor is deserved. 
What, then, was his course during the whole prog- 
ress of the memorable struggle in which he was 
engaged? Did he ever at any time give, utterance 
to a republican sentiment? On the contrary, was | 
not his whole course that of a determined and 
haughty oppressor? When the demands of the | 
Selavonians were rejected by the House of Austria, 
and they proposed to join their forces to his, upon 
the sole condition that he should guaranty them 
equal rights and equal privileges, his reply was as 
haughty and imperious as any ever uttered by the 
most absolute despot to the humblest slave: 


“ There are three principles which must prove as a basis 
to any conciliation, and in regard to which WE SHALL 
CONCEDE NOTHING, ON ANY CONDITION WHAT- 
EVER, for it would amount to committing suicide with our 
own hands : 

** Ist. The nnity of the State. 

Qd. The integrity of the territory of the State as it has 
existed for centuries. 

«3d. THE SUPREMACY OF THE MAGYAR ELE- 
MENT, acquired one thousand years ago by the armed 
hand, the foundation of our autonomy, and consecrated by 
the use of the Magyar as the diplomatic language.”’ 


This was on the 10th of June, 1849, only two 
months before the armies of Hungary were anni-! 








GLOBE. 


|| upon as altogether his superiors. 


The task of || 
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hilated—Go6rgy a prisoner and Kossuth a fugitive 
in the dominions ofthe Turk. Even at that late 
moment the supre of the Magyar element was 
announced as an indispensable basis of any con- 
ciliation; and it thus becomes apparent that the 
right to enslave others rather than the right to be 
free themselves, constituted the main object of the 
war. ‘The supremacy of the Magyar element was 
the leading idea, and much of the sympathy ang 
enthusiasm which the advent of Kossuth has ey. 
cited in this republican land might well have been 
reserv' 1 for worthier objects. I expect to be told 
that wa. ever may have been his former sentiments 
he is now a republican in feeling and principle, 
Indeed the Senator from Massachusetts has alread 
informed us that he has dared to utter such sept}. 
ments within the shadow of the throne of England, 
I have not so read his speeches. I have read , 
great deal in praise of the British constitution— 
nothing against the hereditary King and the hered 
itary nobility which disgrace it. British freedom 
| is not freedom, as we understand it, and praises of 
the British constitution do not furnish the highes 
evidence of a clear conception of the principles of 
civil liberty. At all events, if we concede all that 
is claimed for him now, we must still bear in ming 
that he is only a recent convert. As long as there 
was a hope of his maintaining an iron rule overa 
peor’. far more numerous than his own, republi- 
canism never entered his thoughts. There is not 
a solitary paper emanating from him or his asso- 
| ciates during the continuance of the war which 
does not establish clearly and conclusively that no 
one of them ever dreamed of the formation of 
republic. The language of Count Pulzsky is too 
explicit to leave a doubt upon this point: 
**The most current misrepresentation of the Hungarians 
| is, that they are Republicans, and that they have proclaimed 
the Republic in such of the Hungarian counties as are in 
| their power, which now comprise almost all the Hungarian 
territory. This assertion is often unwarily reéchoed by 
friends of the Hungarians, who, considering that the Queen 
| of England maintains amicable relations with the Republic 
of the United States, with the Republic of France, and the 
Republic of Switzerland, are not altogether horrified atthe 
Republican appellation. But the real state of the matter 
is, that the Hungarians ARE NOT REPUBLICANS, and 
| that the Republic has not been proclaimed anywhere in 
Hungary.” 

There is more, much more, to the same effect, 
| but it is not needful for me to refer to it. Asan 
' individual, | am willing to concede to Kossuth 
whatever of merit he can justly claim; but | am 
not willing to say by my, vote or otherwise, that 
[ regard him as a purer patriot than Washington— 





|| a greater statesman than Jefferson, or a more skill- 


ful General than Jackson. There are living men 
now within the limits of this city whom I look 
am not one of 
those to whose vision it is said ‘‘ distance lends 
enchantment.”’ I respect rather that greatness 
which is near me—which I do not have to take 
upon the uncertain reports of others. If the near- 
ness of the object should disclose infirmities—if 
dark spots or weak points should be revealed by 
it, 1 can still revere what is good and appreciate 
what is great, without looking for a perfection 
which is denied to man. I ean kneel among the 
rank weeds at the base of alofty mountain and 
_ worship the grandeur of the Almighty’s work, 
| without remembering the petty or the worthless 
things around me. 

One of the most serious mistakes which has 
crept into this discussion, is the confident assump- 
tion that Kossuth is “the invited guest of the 
| Nation.’’ I deny it, broadly and explicitly. If 

he ever read the resolution under which he came 

he could not possibly have so understood it. That 
_ resolution was carefully and deliberately drawn by 
the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Foors,] whose 
knowledge of language is familiar to us all, and 
who we all know is not addicted to the use of 
words the full import of which he does not under- 
stand. Itis in these words: 
A Resolution for the relief of Louis Kossuth and his Ass0- 

ciates, exiles from Hungary. 

Whereas the people of the United States sincerely sym- 
pathize with the Hungarian exiles, Kossuth and bis associ- 
ates, and fully appreciate the magnanimous conduct of the 
Turkish Government in receiving and treating these noble 
exiles with kindness and hospitality ; and, if it be the wish 
of these exiles to emigrate to the United States, and the 
will of the Sultan to permit them to leave his dominions: 
Therefore, y 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

hat the President of the United States be and he hereby 


: the publie vessels which may now be cruising in the Medi- 


| is requested to authorize the employment of some one of 
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said Louis Kossuth and his associates in captivity. 


| need not say in this Senate, that it js impossi- 
ple to construe the word “‘emigrate”’ into *‘guest.”” 


. ‘ | 
an to receive and convey to the United States the | 


All that the resolution says, all that it meant to | 


say, is, that if he and his associates chose to 
come here as setilers—if they chose to seek an 
asylum here, we would furnish them with the 
means of transportation. 1 am willing to admit 
further, that by the passage of that resolution we 
tacitly pledged ourselves to provide them homes 
when they did come; but certainly no ingenuity 
can give to it a broader construction than that, 
He was not invited as a guest. 


to come among us as an emigrant, the means of 
reaching our shores would be placed at his dis- 


posal . 
Mr. FOOTE. 


resolution? 


He was not in- 
yited at all; but simply informed that if he desired | 


Did the Senator read the whole | 


Mr. CLEMENS. The preamble is the im- | 


portant part, but the Senator can have both. [Mr. 
C. then read the resolution, as given above.] 


It will be observed, that the resolution refers not 


to Kossuth alone, but *‘his associates’’ are con- 
nected with him throughout. 
they are equally so, and entitled to an equally 
honorable reception. Further, the resolution does 
not authorize the President to send a national ves- 
sel specially for them, but simply to direct their 
reception on board of one that might be at the 
time cruising in the vicinity. 

Mr. FOOTE. That is all we intended. 

Mr.CLEMENS, Certainly. Sol understood 
then, and understand now. 

I°do not know, Mr. President, that it is ex- 
pected in any quarter to make political capital out 
of the movements which preceded and accom- 
panied the landing of the Hungarian Governor, 
and certainly I attribute no such purpose to the 
Senator from Mississippi; but I have heard a great 
deal of that ** swelling tide of public sympathy,”’ 
which we are warned not to disregard. 


e have | 


If he is our guest, | 


been told that the people have received Kossuth, | 
and Congress dare not turn their backs upon him. | 


I propose neither to turn my back nor my face 
upon him. I propose to leave him in the hands 


of the people. If they choose to get up pageants | 


in his honor; if they choose to carry him in pro- 
cession from city to city and village to village, it 
is no concern of mine, and I shall not interfere 
with so harmless an amusement. But it is a dif- 
ferent matter when the Senate of the United States 
isasked to take part in it. I have been able to 
find nothing in the history of this man—nothing 
in his whole career which demands such an honor 
at our hands. If it is a mere political speculation, 
itis so much the more to be reprobated. Weare 
not altogether without example in our own land, 
to which it may be instructive to refer. Not many 
years since there was a struggle for freedom on the 
southwestern border of the Republic—a struggle 
which finally brought an empire into the Union. 
When the successful hero of that revolution landed 
upon our shores, not as a fugitive, but crowned 
with the wreaths of victory, who ever dreamed of 


inviting him here to receive the homage of Con- | 


gress? Sir, he was bone of our bone, and flesh 
of our flesh. 
pret in defence of our land. In riper years, he 
iad accomplished a successful revolution, redeemed 
a people from bondage, and brought an empire to 
lay at our feet; but for him there was no Con- 
gressional homage—no resolution of welcome. 
Sir, I am afraid that we are sometimes inclined to 
overlook the merits of our own kindred, and un- 
duly exalt those who have less claim upon our 


We can intercede with Turkey for | 


pengetneen, 
the Hungarian—with France for the Arab—with 
England for the [rishman; but not a word is spoken 
here of the fifty sons of America who. were mur- 
dered in Cuba. We hear nothing of national ves- 
sels sent to the coast of Africa to redeem from 
bondage our own citizens, banished to this inhos- 
pitable shore, for no sin but that of loving liberty 
be enough to fight for it in another land than our 
wn. 
Mr. President, I have yet another and a graver 
objection than any yet urged to the p of this 


resolution. Since the landing of Kossuth in Eng- 
land, evidence has been piled upon evidence that 
he seeks this land for political purposes—that he 
comes not as an emigrant, but as an agitator. [ 
know the Senator from Mississippi has denied 


He had shed his best blood, in his | 


| cemented your own empire—it would then be time 
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that the speeches of Kossuth will bear this inter- l 
pretation. That Senator surely could not have || 
rend those speeches with his usual care and atten- 
tion. I read from Kossuth’s London speech: 


“ When I declared,—‘ Let not remain barren your sym- 
pathy ; help us to carry that noble cause to a happy issue ; 
you have the power, so help,’—when I spoke that, I in- 
tended not to ask England to take up arms for the restora- 
tion of Hungary to independence and liberty. No, gentle- 
men, that is the affair of Hutigary itsel’; we will provide 
for our own freedom. (Hear, hear.) All I wish is, that 
the public opinion of England may establish it to be a 
ruling principle of the politics of Europe to acknowledge || 
the right of every nation to dispose of its own internal con- 
cerns, and not to give a charter tothe Czar to dispose of the 
fate of nations—(cheers), and so not to allow the interfer- 
ence of Russia in the domestic concerns either of Hungary, 
or of whatever other nations on the continent—(hear, 
hear.) because the principles of freedom are in harmony, 
and [ love—I am interested in—the freedom of all other 
countries as well as of my own. (Hear, hear.) My lord 
and gentlemen, these are the words wiich I again and again 
will repeat here in England, and there in the United States, 
from a most honored member of which I have had the 
honor to hear principles which quite once carried into 
effect, would and will give liberty to the world. I have 
heard jt proclaimed from an honored citizen of the United 
States, the honored object of the sympathy and confidence 
of a great part of his countrymen, even a candidate to be- 
come the Chief Magistrate of the United States—I have 
heard, in answer to my appeal, declare that he believes the 
younger brother of the English race very heartily will give 
his hand to England to protect the oppressed nations not 
admitting interference with their domestic affairs.”’ 


Mr. FOOTE. Iwill ask from what paper the 
Senator is reading? 

Mr. CLEMENS. The New York Courier and 
Enquirer. I shall read something stronger from 
other papers directly. Now, sir, it was not in 
London only, but everywhere in England, and 
since his arrival here, he has proclaimed himself | 
a political missionary. His avowed object is to 
induce England and the United States to combine 


| for the purpose of preventing Russian interference 


with the affairs of Europe. That is, we are to 
prevent Russia from interfering by interfering our- 
selves. We are to abandon the policy of Wash- 
ington and his successors—forget all the lessons 
they have transmitted to us, and erect the United 
States into a kind of general cuardian for the na- 
tions of Europe. I know he speaks of assuming 
a threatening attitude merely, and predicts that will 
be sufficient to overawe the Emperor of Russia. 
But suppose he should be mistaken in that predic- 


| tion: we would then be fully committed to war. 
| If-he possesses one tithe of the foresight which 
| has been ascribed to him, he must be aware that 


an interference begun by threats must be ended 


| by’cannon balls and bayonets. It is childish to 


f Russia by threats 
uttered on this side of the Atlantic. She would 
laugh your threats to scorn. She would tell you 
that you have enough to do to manage your own 
concerns at home, without traveling beyond the 


talk of trammeling the action o 





| Atlantic to interfere with the concerns of other 
| nations. 


She would tell you to be careful that in 
traversing the world to give liberty to other na- 
tions, you did not lose your own. She would 
remind you that but recently a bitter sectional 
strife was raging in your midst, which threatened 
at one time to shatter your Confederacy into 
atoms—that the embers of that strife were still 
unquenched, and that it was the part of wisdom 
to secure internal peace before you engaged in ex- 
ternal war; that when you had removed all the 
causes of bitterness at home—when you had fully 


| enough to say that the paw of the Russian bear 
should be planted on no soil without your consent. 
Such, sir, would be the answer of Russia, and 
such the answer we should deserve. To indulge 


i! in the use of threats towards Russia is either to 


| 
| 





cover ourselves with ridicule, or involve the coun- 
try in war; and that, indeed, is the true purpose 
of Kossuth. Scarcely veiled in England, it has 
heen almost openly proclaimed in America. Here 
is his New York speech: 


*“<Then what is the motive of my being here at this very 
| time? The motive, citizens, is that your generous act of 
my liberation has raised the conviction throughout the 
world that this generous act of yours is but the manifesta- . 
tion of your resolution t) throw your weight into the bal- 
ance where the fate of the European continent is to be 
| weighed. You have raised the conviction throughout the 
| world, that by my liberation you were willing to say, ‘ Ye 
oppressed nations of old Europe’s continent, be of good 
cheer, the young giant of America stretches his powerful 
arm over the waves, ready to give a brother’s hand to your 
future.’ So is your act interpreted throughout the world. 
* * 7 + . * * . 


What is the source of this apparition unparalleled in man- || 
| kind’s hietory? The source of it is, that your generous act il 


| Koran. 





of my liberation is taken by the world for the revelation of 
the fact that the United States are resolved not to allow the 
despots of the world to trample on oppressed humanity. 
It is hence that my liberation was cheered, from Sweden 


|} down to Portugal, as a ray of hope. It is hence that even 


these nations which most desire my presence in Europe 
now, have unanimously told me, ‘ Hasten on, hasten on to 


| the great, free, rich, and powerful people of the United 


States, and bring Over its brother.y aid to the cause of your 
country, so intimately connected with European liberty ;’ 
and here I stand to plead the cause of the solidarity of bu- 
man rights before the great Republic of the United States. 


* . * 7 . . 


* Having thus expounded my aim, 1 beg leave to state 


|} that I came not to your glorious shores to enjoy a happy 


rest—I came not with the intention to gather triamphs of 


| personal distinction, but because an bumble petitioner, in 


my country’s name, as its freely chosen constitutional 
chief, humbly to eptreat your generous aid; and then it is 
to this aim that I will devote every inoment ot my time with 
the more assiduity, the more restlessness, as every moment 
may bring a report of events which may call me to hasten 
to my place on the battle field, where the great, and I hope 
the last, battle will be fought between Liberty and Despot- 
ist) ,—a moment marked by the finger of God to be so near, 
that every hour of delay of your generous aid may prove 
fatally disastrous to oppressed humanity.*’ 


This language leaves no room for conjecture. 
His object is to secure the armed assistance of 
England and the United States. And now let us 
inquire for what purpose that assistance is sought ? 
To establish liberty in Hungary? No; but the 
supremacy of the Magyar race. The exiles who 
have come among us have probably unbibed, and 


| have certainly proclaimed, republican sentiments; 


but who believes that such sentiments have found 
a home in the bosom of the Hungarian people? 
It has been their boast for ages that they consti- 
tuted the firmest prop of the Austrian throne. It 
is a well-known historical fact that they haveclung 
to their institutions with a tenacity even beyond 
that with which the Mohammedan clings to the 
[tis those who have remained at home, 
constituting the vast majority of the population, 
who must give character to the institutions a suc- 
cessful revolt may enable them to establish; and 
who doubts they will return to that constitution 
and form of government for which they have man- 
ifested so decided a preference? Our aid, then, if 
given at all, will not be given to a republic but to 
a monarchy. 

The Senator from Mississippi tells us that we 
ought not to shrink with alarm at the idea of a con- 
troversy with Russia. I have seen no manifestation 
of any vreat apprehension on the con of any one 
here. Butit by no means follows that, because we 
do not happen to feel any great alarm at the idea of 
a controversy with Russia, we should provoke 
that controversy. It by no means follows that 
because we are not afraid of Russia, we should 


| go to war with Russia. She has a right to the 
|; Same courtesy at our hands that other nations 


have. She has a right not to be insulted. If this 
resolution should be adopted, under all the attend- 


ing circumstances, and the Emperor of Russia has 


| the feelings of a man, he must believe—he will 


believe—that we have offered him an unnecessary 
and causeless insult. To demonstrations on the 
part of the people he has no right to object; but 
acting in our official capacity, we ough! to be eau- 
tious how we do things calculated to disturb our 
friendly relations with foreign Powers: and, above 
all, we should refrain from giving our public ap- 
yrobation to an individual who has told us openly 
tees landing on our shores—who tells us now— 


| that his object is to agitate—to excite enmity 


against a nation with whom we are on terms of 
amity; who tells us, further, that his object will 
not be accomplished unless he can obtain from the 
Governmont of the United States a sanction and 
approval of his mission. When the news reached 
Gov. Kossuth that the resolution introduced by 
the Senator from Mississippi had been withdrawn, 
he saw proper to become highly offended, and as- 
sumed to deliver a lecture to a Philadelphia com- 
mittee upon the conduct of Congress. Listen to 
his reply to that committee, and then judge how 
far we can now be justified in inviting him here: 


** Kossuth said he was extremely rejoiced at this demon- 
station on the part of Philadelphia, and that he felt the 
highest gratification in being thus honored by the glorious 
corporation of that renowned city. Before he left Europe, 
one of the pleasures he had promised himself was to meet 
and mingle with the citizens of that great city where the 
Declaration of Independence had been proclaimed; and he 
felt now particularly anxious to visit the hallowed spot where 


| that immortal charter had been adopted. But he went on to 


say, that at the present moment it was quite impoesible for 
him to declare at what time he could ge there, and that, in- 
deed, it was not certain that he could gothereatall. His ob- 
ject in visiting this country was not a personal one—he did 
not come to promote any selfish purpose, and he could not, 
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therefore, do anything that was calculated merely to gratify | language of the gentleman, but I think it expresses 
his idea. Now, the constitution of Hungary was | 


himself. His object was to promote the great cause of , 
liberty throughout the world, and especially in Hungary ; 
and while he was sure the people of the United States sym- 
pathized in that object, he could not but say that he was 
deeply distressed at the action which had been taken by 
(one branch of) Congress. He had the highest respect and 


regard for Congress—he recognized it as the exponent of | 
the national will, and in view of what it had done, his own | 


movements were necessarily embarrassed. Whether he 
would be content to go beyond New York he could not now 
say ; but he was free to declare that had the proceedings in 
Congrese, to which he had adverted, reached him before he 
left Europe, be would have hesitated about coming to this 
country at all. 

‘*The reason why I say this, is, that though I am fully 
aware of the circumstance that in the United States it is 
the publie opinion of the people which decides in the Jast 
instance on public affairs, and though [ must confess that 1 
have received here in New York such a manifestation of 
the sympathy of the people as gives me hope and consola- 
tion, stil] Tregard myseif invited to this country by an act 
of Congress, initiated in the Senate. Now, had I known 
that im the same place where I was invited, the same body 
would now decline to bid me a welcome, I would have 
thougiit that | was not a welcome guest ; so much the more 
as the President of the United States has formally invited 
the Congress in his message to consider what steps are to | 
be taken to recieve the man for whom he has sent a frigate | 
to Asia, complying with the will of the same body in which | 
now @ resolution of no further political tendency—the 
simple resolution to bid me a weleome—was withdrawn on 
account of an unexpected opposition. Under such circum- 
stances [ would not have wished to intrude. 

“And asit was, with the utmost gratitude to all who be- 
stowed on him such marks of kindness as the city of Phila- 
delphia had offered, and especially with sentiments of sin- | 
cere regard for Philadelphia and its citizens, he must defer | 
for a day or two any positive reply to the request which had 
been made to him.’’ 


Had the proceedings of Congress reached Kos- 
suth before he left Europe he would have hesitated | 
to come to this country. And why? Was 
there anything in those proceedings disrespectful | 
to him? Was there a solitary remark made by 
any Senator on this floor which was not in the | 
highest decree eulogistic of him and his character? 
Was there not everything in the proceedings of 
that day to gratify his personal vanity? Certainly; 
and there must have been some other cause why 
he would have failed to come to America if he had 
known what was to transpire. He would not | 
have come here because those proceedings taught 
him that he could not succeed in engaging the 
Government of the United States in a war with 
any foreign Power, and as his mission here looked 
to that result, and that only. As he sought no 
personal yee’: no personal protection, he 
would have directed his steps to some quarter 
where the prospect of obtaining armed aid for Hun- 
gary was more cheering. Sir, I protest against 
this intervention with the domestic concerns of 
other nations. I protest against this resolution, | 
because it commits us in some degree to the wild | 
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what all constitutions in Europe were during that 
period. All were unequal; all were unjust. Un- 
doubtedly, the constitution of Hungary operated 


unjustly toward some portion of the great family 
over which it spread. So, also, has the English 


constitution; so, even, the, republican constitu- 
tions of Europe. 


' one thing—and the honorable Senator from Ala- 
| bama {Mr. Ciemens] forgot it—that the object of 


Kossuth and his associates was to render the con- 
stitution of Hungary equal toward ail those in- 
ferior races. I do notcare for some of those pretty 
histories which have been printed here, for most 
of them are libels, 
has endeavored to give equal liberty, not only to 
the Magyar, but to the Croat, to the Schlavyonian, 


and to the Sloac, it is this distinguished man who 


is now in this country. Permit me here to say, in 
this Senate, that my reading of the bistory of their 


struggle is this: The associates of Kossuth, who | 


surrounded him—who were the ruling and domi- 
nant men of the Maygars—did what 1s very sel- 
dom done in any country: they stript themselves 
of their own power, they voluntarily cast off their 
privileges, and spontaneously elevated those infe- 
rior races. I think this is a remarkable example 
in the history of the world. 

Take, now, the speech of the honorable Senator 
from Alabama to-day, in relation to this distin- 
guished man, and I ask, in the sincerity of my 
heart, after a distinguished man has been invited 
to your shores, whether it is magnanimous, 
whether it is American, whether it is republican, 
to make any disparaging comparisons between 
him and others? One Senator runs a parallel be- 
tween Kossuth and Lafayette, Another tells you 
that Kossuth is no republican; or that he has only 
become a republican since his exile; that he was 
not a republican in his prosperity. But, sir, I say 
here, that I have followed his course with deep 
and intense interest. I have followed the armies 
of Hungary and rejoiced in their victories; and I 
co not hesitate to say that there have been more 


|, unpleasant and hard things said of Kossuth in this 


| Senate than have been said of him in all Europe, 


' it will be misunderstood abroad. 


schemes of an enthusiast; it sanctions the arrogance |} 


which rejects the home we offered, and demands as 
a right that we should offer in exchange the blood 
and the treasure of our people. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, having intro- 
duced a resolution upon this subject, I feel it my 
duty to say a few sober words. When I intro- 
duced the resolution, I was a little excited—per- 
haps a little more than I ought to- have been. I 


may furnish-another illustration of the fact, that 
the less a man knows of this subject, the more | 
eloquently he can speak upon it. Fregiet: and I | 
wi that I could express my regret in such a 
manner as to convey it to others, that this resolu- 
tion was ever introduced. 1 regret it exceedingly | 
now. I feel that this movement, whether or not 
we shall be successful in it, is calculated, in some | 
measure, to damage the great cause for which Kos- 
suth has come to this country. [ have watched 
his course veryclosely. I am somewhatacquainted 
with the history of Hungary, and | confess that I | 
have been somewhat astonished at some of the | 
illiberal remarks which have been made in relation 
to that man in this body. Honorable Senators, 
perhaps, in expressing themselves here, forget 


| advocates. 


of the despots of the Old World. 
these harsh sayings have been unintentional. I | 


|| becoming. 


except by the bribed and hireling prints of some 
I know that 


know that there is the best feeling for Kossuth 
here. I want to express this; because I am afraid 
There is nota 
gentleman who opposes this resolution that does 
not at this moment delight at the idea of seeing 
Kossuth in this country, and who would not re- 
joice in the supremacy of the principles he now 
But it will not go abroad to the world 
in this way. When a Senator in his place, in the 
American Senate, rises up and states that Kossuth 
is no republican, that he was a leader of despots, 
what will be the effect abroad? 

It would, Mr, President, be exceedingly un- 
seemly in me to say anything looking toward the 


violation of that great principle of American poli- | 
shall endeavor to be brief, and perhaps what I say || cy—the 


principe of non-intervention in foreign 
t would be ungracious; it would be un- 

And here I would say, that I regret 
as much as any man living some of those theories 
which are’ brought to this country by very honest 
and well-meaning individuals, but which are not 


affairs. 


at all applicable to the condition of the people of || 
|| the United States. 


I regret these things. 


Every 


| American statesman—every man who thinks— 


ought to hesitate long before he would embark 


| this great country in any of those dangerous con- 


| vulsions of Europe. 


| 


what I stated the other day, that every word || 


spoken by an American Senator, in his place, in 


cause of liberty, or injure it, in Europe. 

It has been stated here, by one of the most in- 
telligent and experienced members of this body— 
by a gentlenian for whose talents I esteem him as 
highly as an 
and distinguished gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. 
Bexnrien,] that the constitution of Hungary was, 
in some measure, an unjust one toward the infe- 


rior races of Hungary. That is not the exact || 


j 


\| tal. 
|| suth himself may expect: it is onl 


| country may choose to perform. 
man in this body—the honorable | 


\ If this country had been 
forced into the convulsions of France in 1789, no 
one can tell the effect it would have had on the 


liberties of the country. So of the convulsion of | 
1848. Although that seemed to be a more general | 
| one, we see how it has terminated. 


: Hence I do 
not wonder that experienced Senators should hes- 


Ame || tate long before they would commit themselves 
relation to this movement, must either aid the |} 


to such a principle as intervention. But I do not 
| understand this resolution to be any such commit- 
Far from it. It does not matter what Kos- 
what this 


} o doubt he 
would have been delighted to have this country 


| unite with England to check Russia, and prevent 
|| Russia from crushing his country, in case another 


revolution should arise. 


Mr. DAVIS. He expects that. 


SSIONAL GLOBE. | 


3ut honorable Senators forget | 


If there is a man living who |! 


| 


Dec. 10, 
SSS EEE 
Mr. SHIELDS. My friend from Massachy. 
setts says that he expects that. I believe he doo, 
It cannot be denied that he comes to this country 


oy ae that. 
Mr. DAVIS. Suppose we do not grant jt? 
f we do not grant it, we 





Mr. SHIELDS. 
| shall disappoint his expectations. But by receiy. 
| ing him in the manner which is now proposed, we 
| make no pledte to grant his expectations. | eo 
| Senators to reflect on this. , 

I may say that the character of Kossuth was 
formed in an Austrian dungeon. He is one of the 
| most remarkable men of the present age. He has 
| recently told more political truths in England than 
they have heard for half a century. This is the 
man that comes here. Gentlemen ask why he 
does not come as anemigrant? Why, sir, if you 
gave him the whole United States he could ‘not 
| stay amongst you with the feeling that now pos. 
sesses his heart. He has but one feeling, and that 
|| isa high and noble one—the redemption of his 
/own country. He comes to this country expect. 
ing that we might aid him in the accomplishment 
|| of that object. I did believe that this resolution 
| could have done so, and I thmk so now. It could 

have helped his cause without any fear of inter- 
| vention, if, without any debate, Kossuth could 
| have been received here in this Hall and in the 
other branch of the National Legislature, quietly, 
silently, and with dignity. That of itself, in con- 
nection with what has taken place in England, 
would have prevented any intervention with Hun- 
gary in case of another revolution, That is my 
opinion. It was not necessary for this country to 
sive any pledge—any promise which might de- 
| ceive Louis Kossuth. No, it ought not to have 
done so. But had we received him quietly and 
unanimously, the effect of that, in connection with 
what is now taking place in Europe, would have 
accomplished his object; and he knew it. There 
would have been po necessity for armed interven- 
tion. 

It is said that Kossuth has made some import- 
ant remarks since he came to this country: and 
some of our statesmen are a little offended because 
he has spoken about the sovereignty of the peo- 
ple, and has distinguished, as it were, between 
the.government and the people. Perhaps he has. 
One thing I know: he has been so followed by 
little petty slanders, that I am very unwilling to 
credit anything I hear, until I find it better sub- 
stantiated than it is in any of those papers, and 
particularly the paper from which the Senator 
from Alabama read. So far as America is con- 
| cerned, this commenced at Marseilles, and it has 
followed him ever since. I read these accounts 
| with a great deal of allowance. I have read all 
| his speeches in England, and read them with 
| pleasure. There, as was said by the Senator 
| from Massachusetts, in a monarchy, in the pres- 
/ence of royalty—you may say a monarchy that 
| has acted very liberally towards him and his asso- 
| ciates, and toward Hungary—and I wish they 
| would act as liberally towards some other coun- 
| tries—he declared himself boldly and fearlessly to 
|| be a republican. 





This ought to bring him some 
| respect in America, and in an American Senate. 

| For one, I confess that I am a little afraid that 
| the republicanism of Enrope will not be able to 
| accomplish much. For, when a king has been 
| unfortunate—when a crowned head, who has 
| struggled in the cause of royalty, is unfortunate, 
_all the kings and all the crowned heads of the 
| world enter into competition to do him honor. He 
| is sacred to them, because he has been unfortu- 


nate in their cause. When the last Stuart fled 
| from his throne, the monarch of Francereceived him 
in a manner in which he would not have received 
Why? Because he had 
been unfortunate in the cause of monarchy. But 
when a poor republican becomes unfortunate— 
when a man who has struggled and tried to ele- 
vate his country, and his country has been crushed 
by a conspiracy of monarchs—when such a man 
is unfortunate, and comes to a Republic, the ery 
is, Oh, no! oh, no! Procul, O procul, este profent! 
We cannot sympathize with you without getting 
| into trouble. It is intimated that we might, per- 
| haps, insult Russia or Austria. And yet Russia 


any other man on earth. 
| 


and Austria do not hesitate much in putting down 
free countries, and insulting republicanism. 
look upon this as a melancholy fact; and | look 
upon it not as a hopeful fact for republicanism 
or for liberty. France scarcely becomes a Re 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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ublic when she sends an army to crush another | 
tte Republic for assuming the very same right 

which she assumed for herself. She would not | 
allow the right which she took herself to the Ital. 
jans. America has become a great and powerful 

Republic. America got some aid in the hour of 

her utal; and now that she is powerful and great, | 
she says to others, You may Ment out your own 

battles in your own way. We are safe, and we 

willcontinue so. This is going rather far; and there 

is one thing wich, I think, has been carried too 

far: itis the ostentatious parade of this ae 
of@on-intervention. We may act upon it; and it | 
may be prudent to act upon it; but why parade it 

before the world? Why tell the despots of the | 
world, that no matter what Republic they may 

crush, our hands are tied; that we stand, as it 

were, self-excommunicated from the rest of the 

world in that way. I think it may be very well 

to act upon that principle: and hitherto it has been 

well. i has, no doubt, made this country great. 

But I feel, at the same time, that it is not very 

prudent to parade it before the world, as the per- 

manent, fixed, and unalterable policy of this coun- 

try. I can imagine a state of things—and it was 

suggested by the honorable Senator from New 

Jersey, (Mr. Srocxton]—wherein this principle 

could not be acted upon. If the present appear- 

ance of the world be taken as an indication of the 

future, God only knows how long we shall be 

permitted to act on this principle. Reaction is 

now triumphant ail over Europe. When it be- 
comes successful universally, who can tell how 

long we shall be permitted to remain here without 
some interference? Be that as it may, it is not the 
question. 7 : 

[ say again, that it does not matter now whether 
this resolution pass or not. The effect of it has 
been destroyed by this opposition. Kossuth, in 
coming to this country, must have either benefited 
or injured his cause. He came,to this country to 
benefit his cause. He has said frequently that he 
wants us to unite with England, and form a kind 
of alliance, to prevent the intervention of other 
countries in the affairs of Hungary, and make 
other countries observe the principle of action 
which we have laid down for ourselves. We wish 
to make our principle universal. He says that it 
will not do for any country not to intervene; be- 
cause that would require that country to be unfaith- 
ful in its duty to humanity. There is something 
in that view. He asks us to unite with other lib- 
eral countries, and prevent intervention. This 
country need not give him an assurance that it 
will act on that principle of his. But, by receiving 
him kindly, generously, hospitably, magnani- 
mously, we would have made an efficient impres- 
sion upon him, so that he could go back to Europe 
and accomplish, perhaps, his object, so far as his 
own country is concerned. But it matters not 
now what we do, because it seems that the cause 
of Kossuth has not been benefited by the proceed- 
ings which have taken place in this Senate. 

I would beg honorable Senators to abstain from 
saying anything with regard to Kossuth which may 
injure his prospects. He will go back; and within 


two years from his going back to Europe, mark my | 


word for it, there will be seen a revolution in Eu 
rope such as hes never yet been witnessed there. 


Kossuth, in my opinion, is the man, framed by || spect, is an extraordinary man. Hibs history is 


misfortune, formed by education, and, if { may 


be allowed the expression, raised by the hand of |} been known in this world. _Take him in his | 
God, to Ee the materials for that great and, || Austrian dungeon, where he disciplined his mind | 
na 


I hope, and successful revolution in Europe. 
Senators may say that he is not a man to compare 
with Lafayette, or this man, or that man. his 
country owes to Lafayette an immense debt; but 
I say that this age has produced no man to compare 


with Louis Kossuth. He is, in my humble ee been chased away by Christians, and have found | 


ion, in politics‘and statesmanship what Napoleon 


was in war. He looks over the wholé field of || this man, who, as the representative of a country | 


| His speeches thrill all Europe. And the cause | 
of Hungary is the cause of all Europe. Every 

man felt that when Hungary was fighting, she | 

| 

| 

| 





was not only fighting her own battles, she was 
fighting the battles of liberty; she was fighting 
‘the battles of nationality for the whole civilized 
world. Kossuth will go back to his own country, 
| whether you receive him or not—whether you 
'give or refuse this little compliment. He goes 
back to Europe. The first revolution that takes 
| place there—and that may not be very far dis- 
_tant—my impression is, that Hungary will be 
erect and free again. Hungary cannot be kept | 
| down unless Europe is keptdown. Europe must | 
| be trodden down first. The fate of Hungary is 
| involved in the fate of Europe; and they will not | 
| keep Europe down—never! never !! 
here is the most extraordinary phenomenon 
| in Europe now that ever perhaps was witnessed 
before. There are more men in arms, from the | 
| Volga to the Rhine, than there were when the bat- | 
tle of Leipsic was fought, when Napoleon was at | 
the head of his army—when he had aroused all | 
| Europe. There are more men in arms in ave 
now than there were then. Napoleon is dead; he 
|is not at the head of his army now; he is lying 
buried on the banks of the Seine, and yet Europe | 
| is now trembling under the tread of armies. Of 
| what is Europe afraid? Whereis theenemy? No 
, one nation is now afraid of another. No, sir; but 
| they have armed against such men as Kossuth; 
|| against the spirit he brings, arid again&t the = 
|| ciples he enunciates to the world. They have 
| armed against the spirit of democracy. I do not 
| mean that in a little party sense. I mean it ina 
|| broad, national, mundane sense. I say now that 
| there are no governments on God’s earth possi- 
ble but democracies and absolute governments. 
|| The old governmen®are giving way. Even Eng- 
land is effete. She will go, and she feels it; and 
her statesmen now are preparing to launch her on 
| the tide of democracy. She cannot live longer 
| unless it is done. She must go with the Abso- 
'| lutists or with the Democrats. Her statesmen see 
‘| it. Why was Kossuth received so warmly there, 
not only by the people, but by the first men of the 
|| land? Why has Palmerston taken such pains to 
|| rescue him from the dungeons of Turkey? Why 
'| is he shown such friendship in England? Sw, it 
| is because Kossuth is fighting the battle of liberty 


everywhere. All must become absolute govern- | 


ments or democracies. Absolutism seems to be 
| : ° 
|| in the ascendant. Thereseems to be but one mind 
from St. Petersburgh to Lisbon. All the princi- 


| palities of Europe in that neighborhood, political | 


| and religious, have become absolute; there all are 


'| absolutists now. ingland sees it. She sees that 


if the tide of absolutism prevails, she is excom- | 
| municated from the continent of Europe. She | 


|| knows and she feels it. In my opinion it will not 
'| be long before. England will be launched upon the 


| tide of liberty; and that is why England courts | 
|| this country at this time. She now turns her face | 
‘| to a nation which she rejected, and I may say | 


| despised, for along time. Why does she do it? 
|| Because she wants this great, young, powerful, 


|| at her back in defence of these great principles. 
/ say, therefore, that Kossuth, in this re- 


one of the most extraordinary that has ever yet 


for the present trial. Take him at the head of 
‘the proudest and oldest aristocracy of Europe, 
|| the Dictator, as it is said, the organizer of the 
i'armies of Hungary. Take him as a prisoner 
i d that men hav 
‘in Turkey. It has often happened that men have 


|| refuge under the Crescent. Take, as an illustration, 


Europe. His country is his idol. Nomancould || which defended Christianity—that carried the 


be what he is, if he had not that grand ideal be- 
fore him, which he has. He has studied not only 
the politics of Hungary, but of Europe. 


'| Cross triumphant—that man in his country is | 


|| crushed by Christians and Christian nations, and he 
|| finds a yeltunsarhaah? Not on the continent of Eu- 


_ Sir, in England he seems to know her institu- || rope, but under the Crescent of Mahomet. Then 
tions, her weakness, and her strength, as weil as | follow him: England and America unite in obtain- 


Lord John Russell, the Premier. 


hey are aston- 


ing his release. He comes to England—this ex- 


ished, they are astounded at it. So with regard || traordinary man, whose career is more romantic 
to France. So with regard to Italy. [I consider || than romance—comes there, and how is he re- é 
him, therefore, if I may use the expression, as | ceived by Englishmen? Ido not speak of mere || Ricttanpson in the chair.) 


raised by the hand of destiny for this great mis- || English officials—I do not speak of men in high 


sion. The time is arriving; the hour will soon 


he is amongst us! |) 


come—here is the man 





‘political stations—I speak of the strong, bold, 





— —— — 


unconquered and unconquerable country to stand | 





Se 


inborn sense of pride and independence which 
scorns the idea that either Austria, Russia, or all! 
Europe, would make him shrink from performing 
his duty towards a guest who comes to his coun- 
try. I speak of that. I forgive England and 
Englishmen a few of the wrongs which they in- 


which they receive this man. There is something 
great in it. As for an Englishman, you could not 
get him to say that he is afraid of the Czar of 
Russia. You would never hear that from him. 
| On the contrary, as was said by the honorable 
Senator from New Jersey, [Mr. Srocxron,) ifan 
Englishman is insulted in any part of the world, 
there is immediately an English fleet sent to repel 
that insult. I saw that myself very often. 
From England he comes to this country. We 
| propose here to give him a public reception and 
| welcome. I before said that I regretted this dis- 


} 

| 

he elsewhere, when they show the way in 
| 

| 


| cussion had commenced, but now that it has com- 


menced, now that his name has been brought into 
| it, I think it would be ungenerous, and almost 
wanting in magnanimity, to repulse him from us. 
In receiving Louis Kossuth you would do honor, 
not merely to him, but toa great principle. What 
| is that principle? I[t is the very principle of- our 
| own political existence. Are you afraid to respect 
a man who is the incarnation of a great prineiple, 
when that principle itself is the very principle 
' upon which our nation is founded? It seems to 
| me that such should be the case. But this is said 

to be an empty honor. Very well; if it be an 
| empty honor, why not give it to the Governor of 
| Hungary, whom all acknowledge was once the 
Governor of Hungary? He was the governor of 
| a great nation. Is not that sufficient to authorize 


will be Governor of Hungary again. I hope so; 
and I trust that this Republic will do everything 
a great nation can do to give him encouragement, 
and bid him God speed ! 

{Mr. FOOTE next obtained the floor, and made 
a few remarks relative to his connection with the 
subject under consideration. The report of them 
has been withheld for revision.] 

Without finishing, he gave way for a motion to 
adjourn. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 10, 1851. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER announced the following gen- 
tlemen to constitute on the part of the House, the 
members of the Joint Committee on Printing, viz: 
Mr. Gorman, Mr. Haven, and Mr. Sranton of 
Kentucky. 

Mr. COBB gave notice, under the rule, of his 
|| intention to ask leave to introduce a bill to enable 

the proper Department so to construe the act of 
June 28, 1850, granting bounty land to the officers, 
musicians, and soldiers of the American Army 
since the year 1790, as to embrace all persons who 
may have been mustered into, received pay from, 
and were mustered out of service by the General 
Government. 

Mr. HALL, by unanimous consent of the 
House, introduced a bill, of which previous notice 
| had been given, ‘‘ granting to the State of Missouri 
the right of way and a portion of the public lands, 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Han- 
nibal to St. Joseph, in that State.”’ ! 
i| The bill was read a first and second time, and 
|| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


|. ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 
| Mr. HARRIS; of Tennessee, moved that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole upon the state 
of the Union. ; 
Mr. H. said, if the House will indulge me in a 
solitary remark, I will state that my object in 
moving to go into Committee of the Whole is to 
take up the joint resolution making land warrants 
assignable. 
The question was put and the motion was agreed 


| 
} 
| 
| 





| 


| 


to 


ee 


So the House resolved itself into Committee 
|| of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 


|| Mr. HARRIS. If it is in order, I will now 
|} move to take up joint resolution No. 1, ex- 


manly heart of the lishman, who has that || planatory of the act approved September 28, 1850, 


his io I think so, and | believe that he ¢ 
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officers and soldiers who were engaged in the | 
military service of the United States.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion is in order. | 
The committee can determine what business it will | 
first take up. 

Mr. KING, of New York. Does not the rule 
require that we shall take up the business in the 
one in which it stands upon the Journal? 


THE CO 


| 
i} 


| upon the 
| which ought 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is correct. || 


Mr. KING. Then I desire to know what is | 
the first business in order. 


|, assigned, shall be responsible for all the charges 


The CHAIRMAN. The President’s message is || 


the first business in order. The gentleman from 
‘Tennessee must move to pass that by, in order | 
to take up the joit resolution to which he has 
referred. 

Mr. HARRIS. I make that motion. 

‘The motion to pass by the President’s message 
was then agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS thén moved to take up for con- 
sideration joint resolution No. 1, in relation to the | 
assignability of bounty land warrants; which mo- 
tion was agreed Lo. 

The resolution was read. 

Mr. HARRIS. With the indulgence of the 
committee, | propose to make a brief statement | 


as to the objects to be effected by the passage of the | 


series of resolutions which I had the honor to 
introduce, 

The object of the first resolution is to make the 
bounty land warrants, the issuance of which was 
authorized by the act of 28th September, 1850, 
assignable. 

Of the 2d, is to authorize the registers and re- 
ceivers of the United States land offices, to charge 
and receive for the location of these warrants the 
same rate of compensation that they would be en- 
titled to where the land was sold at public sale at 
$1 25 per acre, to be paid by the Government of 
the United States where the location is made for 
the soldier or his heirs, and m al! other cases to be 
paid by the assignee or holder of the warrant. 

Of the 3d, to provide for the same rate and 
character of compensation to registers and receiv- 
ers for services already rendered in the location of 
this class of warrants. 

Of the 4th, to extend the provisions of the act | 
of 28th September, 1850, to all commissioned and 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- | 
vates, who have been mustered into the service of 
the United States to suppress or prevent Indian 
hostilities, and who have served a sufficient length 
of time to entitle them to bounty land under the 
provisions of that act. 

Of the 5th, to extend the provisions of the act 
of 28th September, 1850, to the militia, volunteers, 
and State troops, who have been called out by the 
law or executive authority of any State, and whose 
services have been recognized and paid for by the 
Government of the United States. 

The necessity of the passage of the resolutions 
under consideration addresses itself with so much 
force to the sound judgment and discretion of every | 
rentloman upon this floor, that I should regard 
myself as trespassing unnecessarily upon the time 
and patience of the conmmittee, to detain them with 
a word of comment upon it. 

Mr. EVANS. Ido not intend to offer any re- 
sisiance to the passage of these resolutions. ‘That 
these bounty land warrants should be made as- 
simnable, is very clear; whether they ought ever to 
I can 


es 


have been granted, is another question. 
assitre the gentleman who has introduced this 
measure that, so far as Lam concerned, I do not 


intend to offer any opposition to it, Yet it must 
be apparent to every gentleman that we do not 
understand what itis. The resolutions are very 
long. I have heard them read twice, with great 
attention, and yet I am not able to comprehend 
them. ‘There may be a great deal more in the 
resolutions than meets the eye. There may be a 
greatdeal more in them than strikes us at first hear- 
ing, and there ought therefore to be a copy of the 
resolutions upon the desk of every member here, 
in order that we may be able to suggest corrections 
and amendments if any shall be necessary. The 
resolutions can still be passed within & few days? 
They can be printed in a day or two, and we can 
then go into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union again and pass them. They ought 
not to be passed with such precipitation. 
inconsistent with sound Jegislation to proceed with 
such unseemly haste. Neither is there any neces- 





easily be effected before a single week shall have | 
passed away. No delay will be caused by wait- 
ing until we can inform ourselves in regard to the | 
contents of these resolutions. With réspect to 
one of them, it seems to me—although I may | 
have misapprehended it—that it directly throws 
irbeace of the United States expenses 

pass to be borne by the pos- 
sessor of the land warrant himself. tt provides 
that the owner of the Jand warrant, if it be 


connected with it, but that if the land warrant 
1s not assigned, and is in the possession of the | 
original holder, then the Treasury of the United 


| States shall pay all the charges of the register and | 


receiver, who are engaged in locating and record- | 
ing it. I do not know the precise amount of these | 
charges. I do not know what they amount to | 
upon a single warrant. But I do know that the | 
Secretary of the Interior informs us in his late 

report, that the total number of these land war- | 
rants, issued under the act of the 28th of Septem- | 
ber, 1850, will be at least two hundred aad fifty 

thousand. Now I am not prepared to say that it | 
is not right and proper that the Government should | 
pay these charges, but it is at any rate a fair mat- 

ter for consideration. 


| tlemen who were in the last Congress, that I 
| offered strong opposition to certain features of the | 


| demand that I should press the bill upon all occa- 


bounty land bill, but I do not intend to offer any 
opposition to these resolutions, or even to vote | 
against them, as I understand that it is the general 
feeling of the House that they shall pass. I will, | 
however, respectfully suggest to the mover of these 


resolutions, that he should allow the committee to |! 


rise, in order that the resolutions may be printed, | 


with the understanding thatsas soon as they are || 


wrinted, we shall again go into Committee of the | 
Vhole on the state of the Union, and pass them 
I move that the committee do nowrise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee then rose, and the Speaker hav- 


ing resumed the chair, the chairman of the com- |! 


mittee reported that they had had joint resolution | 
No. 1 under consideration, and had come to no | 
conclusion thereon. 
Mr. EVANS moved that joint resolution No. 1 | 
be printed. c 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, by unani- 


mous consent, presented an amendment, [a co 


of which could not be procured,] which he Seren 


ed to offer to the resolution ‘at the proper time. 

Mr. DUNHAM asked the unanimous consent | 
of the House to lay upon the table and have 
printed an amendment to the resolution, which he 
intended to offer at the proper time. 

Mr. CARTTER objected. The committee was, 
he said, the proper place for amendments. 

The question was then taken on the motion or- 
dering the joint resolution and the amendment of | 
Mr. Marsnaut, of Kentucky, to be printed, and 
it was agreed to. 


TRANSFER OF BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS, 


Mr. COBB. A few days ago I asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce a 
bill of which previous notice had been given. The 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Carrrer] objected to 
its introduction at that time, because he did not 
know the contents of it. 
and is in favor of its passage. Duty to my coun- | 
try and to the parties more particularly interested 


sions, and I therefore again ask leave to introduce 
it. It is simply a bill to authorize the transfer of 
bounty land warrants issued under the act of the 


2th September, 1850, granting bounty land to the | 


officers and privates of the American Army since 
1790. 


There being no objection, the bill was intro- || 


duced, and read a first and second time. 
Mr. COBB. I now move to put the bill upon 
its passage, and call for the previous question. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. Is it in order to 
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entitled «An act granting bounty land to certain | sity for it. What we propose to effect to-day, can | question will be sustained, for a member to 


It is known to those gen- | 


He now understands it, |! 





move to refer the bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union? 
The SPEAKER. It is in order. 
Mr. HARRIS. Then I make that motion. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I would submit this ques- 


| tion of order to the consideration of the Chair: 
It is || 


When a bill is before us and there is a call for the | 
revious question, is it in order, while the Chair 


‘| is in the act of ascertaining whether the previous 


ss SOO 10, 


Make 
leman 


n Ma. 
If the previous question is not 


another motion? I submit that the gent 
from Tennessee [Mr. Harris] is too late j 
‘king his motion. 


|| sustained, then further motions will be in order. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Nor) 
Carolina (Mr. Ciineman] is correct. The nition 
to refer cannot be entertained pending the call for 
the previous question. 
e question was then taken on sustaining the 
call for the previous question; and, on a count 
| there were—ayes 93, noes 31—no quorum voting. 
Mr. CLINGMAN called fortellers; which Were 
ordered; and Messrs. Rosinson and Coss were 
appointed. 

he question being again taken, there were— 
ayes 91, noes 24—still no quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER stated, that if there was no 
objection the count would be taken over again, 

here being no objection, the tellers resumed 
their places; and a new count having been had, 
there appeared—ayes 109, noes 25. 

So the previous question was sustained, 

The main question on the engrossment of the 
bill was then ordered; and the bill being ep. 
grossed was then read a third time. 

The question now being, ‘* Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. COBB demanded the previous question; 
which was seconded, and under the operation 
thereof, the bill was passed. 

Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I ask leave to introduce a bill 
of which previous notice has been given. 


NAVAL COMMITTEE. 

Mr. ROSS. I rise to a privileged question. | 

have had the honor of being appointed a member 
' of the Committee on Naval Affairs. I regret to 
say that | am under the necessity of asking the 
House to excuse me from serving on that com- 
mittee. I make the request, not with any disre- 
speet to the honorable chairman or any men- 
ber of that committee, but for reasons which 
are entirely Satisfactory te my own mind, and 
which leave me no other alternative. I hope the 

House will excuse me. 
| The question was then taken, and he was ex- 
cused. 

Mr. FICKLIN, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, to protect actual settlers on the lands on the 
| line of the Central Railroad and branches, by grant- 

ing preémption rights thereon; which was reada 
' first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLARK asked leave to introduce a bill, of 
which previous notice had been given, to granta 
certain quantity of land to the State of Iowa for 
the purpose of aiding said State in the construction 
of a railroad from Dubuque to Keokuck. 

Mr. CARTTER objected, and inquired of the 

| Chair what was the regular order inateus 

The SPEAKER said, the regular order of bust- 
ness was to call the States for petitions. 

Mr. CARTTER asked if it would not be in 
order to take up the President’s.message and to 
refer it to appropriate committees? 

The SPEAKER said that it would not be strictly 
in order. 

On motion by Mr. JOHN W. HOWE, by 
| unanimous consent, leave was granted to withdraw 
‘from the files of the House, for the purpose of 
| reference to one of the executive departments, the 

ponien and papers of John Morrison, asking for 
ounty lands under the law of 1850. 


THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 
Mr. CARTTER. I now move that the House 
| proceed to take up the President’s message, and 
to refer it to the appropriate committees. My ob- 
ject in making that motion is to furnish the stand- 
ing committees with their legitimate business, 
_ that they may organize and go to work. I would 
| inquire whether the message is now before the 
House, or whether it has been referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 
| The SPEAKER said it had been so referred. 
| Mr. CARTTER. Then I move that the House 
| do now resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, with the view of taking 
up the President’s message, and distributing 1 
' between the several standing committees. 
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1851. 


Mr. SMART objected, and called for the regu- | 
of business. 

it ordecPEAKER said that the motion of the | 
ventieman from Ohio [Mr, Carrrer] was a privi- | 
jeged motion. he regular order of business was 
to call the States for petitions; bat the gentleman 
had the right, under the rule, to move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union. asi} 
The question was then taken upon the motion 
5 go into committee, and it was not agreed to. | 


SEATS FOR THE REPORTERS. 


K 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, by unanimous || 


gent, from the select committee appointed on | 


cor ° sr . “a. 
Wednesday last to inquire into the practicability 


of procuring, within the bar of the House, suit- 
able seats for the Reporters of the Congressional 
Globe, reported the following resolution, viz: 


Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be and he is hereby au- 
thorized and directed to provide three chairs for the Report- 
ers for the Congressional Globe, to be placed in front of the | 
Clerk’s desk, similar to the chairs occupied by the Report- | 
ers on the floor of the Senate. 


The resolution having been read, 


. ; 
Mr. STEPHENS said: I will barely remark, || 
that upon investigation we have found that three | to wait that time, I have no objection. 


chairs may be placed directly in front of the Clerk’s 
desk for the Reporters of the Globe without at all 





__ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ on 


them, and authority to call upon the Departments | _Mr. McNAIR rresented aes of sundry 
for explanation and information. { therefore | citizens of Delaware county, Pennsylvania, rela- 
move that the House now resolve itself into Com- || tive to a modification of the bounty land act of 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 28th September, 1850; which was referred to the 


|| Mr. HOUSTON. The House is aware that | Committee on Public Lands. 


the message has not yet been printed. I had || On motion by Mr. CHANDLER, leave was 
| intended myself to make a motion similar to that | tanted to withdraw from the files, for the purpose 
| just made by the gentleman from Tennegsee, (Mr. || Of reference to the War Department, the memo- 
ones,] but until the message is printed, ! can | rial and papers of Mary Ann Beecher. 
ay see the utility of the motion. I think, On motion by Mr. CLINGMAN, it was 
therefore, the gentleman had better withdraw his | Ordered, That the petition and papers of Ficlding G. 
motion for the present. Brown be withdrawn from the files of the House, and re- 
Mr. JONES. The message has been printed in || ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
the papers. It has not, to be sure, been printed Mr. RIDDLE presented a petition from Dela- 
our public printer and laid upon our tables. | ware. 
hen that will be dene, the Lord only knows. 
{[Laughter.] lf we have to wait until we receive 
it from the public printer, with the documents 
which accompany it, we shall be obliged to wait 
for three months, at least. ' 
Several MemBers. Five months. 
Mr. JONES continued. My experience is, that 
it is not common to wait for these documents to 
| be officially printed and laid upon our tables before 
referring.it; but if it is the pleasure of the House 


THE PRINTERS’ MEMORIAL. 


Mr. WALSH presented the memorial of the 
Congress of Printers upon the subject of she mode 
of giving out the Congress printing, and suggest- 
ing that a committee of three practical printers be 
authorized to act with a committee of Congress to 
| fix the proper rates of omens for ghe pub- 
| lic printing, and praying a discrimination in favor 

of practical printers in awarding a contract for 
| printing. 

Mr. W. said that the respectable source from 
which it came commended it to the attention of 


| The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman with- 
| draw his motion? 


incommoding the House. If they should, they || Mr. JONES. No, sir, {do not. The House | te House. 


can be removed. I move the previous question on 
the adoption of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; which question being put, 
the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the vote 
ist taken be reconsidered, and that that motion 
be laid upon the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

PETITIONS. 


The SPEAKER stated that the States would be | 


called for petitions, commencing with the State of 
Maine. 


On motion by Mr. LETCHER, by unanimous | 


consent leave was granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the petition and papers of Rich- 
ard Pool. 
ADVANCES BY NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Mr. PEASLEE, by unanimous consent of 


the House, and in pursuance of previous notice, | 
introduced a bill authorizing the payment of inter- | 
est to the state of New Hampshire for advances | 
made for the use and benefit of the United States, | 


in repelling invasion and suppressing insurrection 
at Indian Stream, in said State; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr, TUCK. I believe there is a rule of this 


House which authorizes the presentation of peti- | 


tions without detaining the House; and believing 
that we shall do nothing else that will be useful, I 
move that the House do .now resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The question was put, and the motion was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE presented the petition of 
Lemuel Hudson and Ephraim Sharp, which was 
referred to the Committee*on Invalid Pensions. 


MINT OF THEUNITED STATES AT NEW YORK. 


Mr. BRIGGS, by unanimous consent, intro- | 
duced a bill, of which previous notice had been | 


given, to establish a Mint of the United States in 
the city of New York; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


REFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The House have 
already heard that petitions may be presented here 


under the rule of the House without wasting its || 


ume. It is important that the standing committees 
should have some basis upon which to commence 
their Work; and preparatory to that, it is neces- 
sary to dispose of and refer the various subjects 
treated of in the President’s annual message to the 
proper committees. That message has been re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
ofthe Union. Now, I think the proper course 
for us to pursue, is to go into committee, and refer 
it to the appropriate standing committees, and let 
those committees meet and report when they may 
think proper. It is right that they should have 
Jurisdiction over the subjects to be referred to 


The memorial having been read, 
Mr. WALSH moved that .t be referred to a 
select committee. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing; which mo- 
| tion was agreed to. 


|| may vote it down if they wish. 
Mr. GORMAN. I hope the gentleman from 

|| Tennessee [Mr. Jones] will withdraw his motion. 
|| [ doubt not, there are other gentlemen in the 
|| House in the same situation with myself, in rela- 
|| tion to this matter. Papers have been referred to ; , : 
|| committees during the last Congress; they are On motion by Mr. WALSH, it was 

| now upon file in the Clerk’s office, and cannot be Ordered, That the petition and papers of John Gallagher 

| withdrawn, except upon motion. But I hope the be taken from the files of the House, and referred to the 
|| motion will be withdrawn Tor another reason. || we pal ee 1 Son tat hic 
The rules of the House require that previous Mr. Bowls near aa ry PeGueeny wae 
notice shall be given of intention to introduce a | “°"® ee = aria m : 
bill. Now, when the States are called for peti- || 0m motion by Mr. FAULKNER, it was 
tions, members are also allowed to give notice of | | Ordered, That the fewpes and papers of Jacob Thody be 
their intention to introduce bills, as well as present | cor = gp howe a hed ee 
petitions. I hope, therefore, it will be the pleasure Mr. F. also presented several petitions 

of the gentleman from Tennessee to withdraw, Mr. McMUt 5330 wesseated & setition, 
for the present, his motion to go into committee. en ee sory 

|| Mr. JONES then withdrew his motion. ORANGE AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 
|| Petitions were then called for from the Stateof | Mr. STROTHER. I desire to introduce bill, 
| under leave of the House, of which previous notice 


New York; and 
|| Mr. JENKINS presented several. has already been given, for the relief of the Orange 
oan , yo: ; 

|| On motion by Mr. HAVEN, by unanimous | and Alexandria Railroad Company. 

|| consent, it was ordered that the petition of Silas Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 

|| Champion for a pension, and the accompanying Mr. STROTHER. I presume the gentleman 
|| papers, be withdrawn from the files, and referred || will not object when I tell him that I only desire 
|| to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. | to introduce the bill and have it referred to the 


INSOLVENT DEBTORS. appropriate committee. I ask that it be reported 

Mr. HAVEN gave notice that he would to- | for information, 
|| morrow, or on the earliest day practicable, ask || The bill was then read. 
|| leave to introduce a bill to reénact and continue in | Mr. JONES. I would like very much to ac- 
|| operation certain acts for the relief of insolvent || commodate the gentleman, but I will say this to 
t debtors of the United States. || him, that if the State of Virginia will come here 
ft, On motion by Mr. SACKETT, it was = a ae ee ce te _ ean 
Ordered, That the petitions and papers of Jacob Kerr || ee “putl ST eel hae : ee ee 
|} and Adam Garlock, be taken from the files of the House, to pay it, but fam not going to vote money for 
|| and that the former be referred to the Committee on Private || the construction of railroads in that country. 
| Land Claims, and the latter to the Committee on Revolu- Mr. STROTHER. I should be glad if the gen- 
| tionary Pensions. tleman would postpone his objections to the bill 

Mr. HART presented a petition from Samuel || until it comes regularly before the House upon 
F. Butterworth; which was referred to the “om- || the report of the committee, at which time I hope 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. to be able to relieve his mind from the diffieulties 

On motion by Mr. KING, of New York, it || upon the subject. Of course I shall not go into a 
was discussion of the question now. If the gentleman 
|| Ordered, That the petitions and papers of Ira Baffiwin | from Tennessee will not withdraw his objection, I 
|; and Daniel R. Granger, be taken from the files of the | will move that the rules be suspended, in order to 
House, and that the former be referred to the Committee on | afford mean 0 yportunity to introduce the bill. 


ivate Land Clai a ps , ittee rp DP > > : 
cae aoe nd the latter fo the Committee on The SPEAKER ‘said it was not in order to 


Mr. PRICE presented the petition of Jesse D. || ™O¥® 4 suspension of the rules for any such pur- 
7 — ere ¢ ; || pose except on Mondays. 
|| Brown, for balance of claim; which was referred : ’ 7 ; 
| to the Committee of Claims. | On motion by Mr. McMULLIN, it was 

: Ordered, That the petition and papers of George W. 
1M, ROBBINS prevented te rnin of the | Ota, Ma i ees Go 


. . Ce | House, and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
sylvania, for the extension of the buildings occu- || and Post Roads. 


| pred by the Philadelphia post-office; which was 1 “Om motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia, 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and || jt was 


|] Post Roads. : _ || Ordered, That the petition and papers of Daniel Steenrod 
Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania, asked theunan; || be withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred to 
mous consent of the House to introduce a reso- the Committee of Claims. 
lution providing for per diemand mileage to John Mr. McMULLIN gave notice that at some 
'| S. Littell, as contestant of the seat of John Rob- | future time he would ask leave to introduce a bill 
| bins, jr., in the Thirty-first Congress. appropriating five hundred thousand acree of land 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected; and the | to the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. 
| resolution was not received. | Mr. JACKSON presented a memorial from 


| 
} 
! 
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Thomas M. Newell, a captain in the Navy, ask- 


ing for full pay: during the period he was sus- 
pended from command; which, with the papers 
on the files of the House on the same subject, was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. COBB asked leave to introduce a bill, of 
which previous notice had been given, for the re- 
lief of William J. Price. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I dislike very much to 
object to the motion of the gentleman from Ala- 
bam, [Mr. Coss;] but if these things are allowed 


House has been, that when a member asks the 


unanimous consent of the House to give notice of 
| the introduction of a bill, if objection be made, he 
| cannot give such notice. If it be on Monday he 
may move a suspension of the rules, and the dif- 
| ficulty may be avoided. But in order to afford 
| every one an opportunity of giving notice prepara- 


'| tory to the introduction of a bill, a rule has been 


| adopted providing that nofice may be given by 
| the filing of it with the Clerk. 
| TheSPEAKER. The Chair is not aware of 


to go on in this way, we shall never reach the | any express rule with refereyce to giving notice 


State of [linois. 

Mr. COBB then presented the petition of Wil- 
liam J. Price; which, with the papers on the files 
of the House in support of the claim, were referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


COMMITTEE OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. SMITH. Ihave been appointed upon the 
Committee of Claims, and I desire respectfully to 
ask the House to excuse me from serving on that 
committee. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. SMITH. 
about to interpose any objection. I have reasons 
which, in my opinion, are ample. I do not ask it 
out of any disrespect to the source of appointmen 
nor from any disposition, on m 
from the labor it imposes; but, as I have remarked, 
I have ample reasoys for the request, and I hope 
the House will grant it. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I rise simply to say that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Ross} asked 
this morning to be discharged from service on one 
of the committees of the House. He gave no rea- 
son for the request, but merely stated that his rea- 
sons were such as were satisfactory to himself; 
and upon that statement he was excused. Another 
gentleman \ 
makes the same request, but gives no reasons upon 
which the House is to base its action. Now, I 
desire to propound this question to the House: If 
we go on to grant every réquest of thjs nature 
which is presented, without any reasons being 
given for granting such requests, what will become 
of the business of this House, or of the country? 
That is the suggestion I wish to make. 

Mr. SMITH. I have no doubt the committees | 
will remain full; there are a plenty of gentlemen 
who are willing to serve upon them. I trust, after 
one gentleman has this morning been excused, 
without giving his reasons, specially, the same 
courtesy will be extended to me. 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Smirn 
was excused, 


NOTICE TO LOUIS KOSSUTH.. 


Mr. SMITH. I give notice that on to-morrow, 
or some subsequent day, I will ask leave to intro- 
duce a joint resolution requiring the Secretary of | 
State to furnish Louis Kossuth with copies of the | 
acts of Congress which define treason and mis- | 
demeanors against the United States. The resolu- | 
tion also further contemplates that if, after the read- 
ing of these laws, he should continue to make such 
speeches as he has made since his arrival in New 
York, inciting the young men of the country to 
take up arms against a nation with which the 


I hope the gentleman is not | 


t, |) 
part, to shrink | 


of the introduction of bills, except that referred 
to by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jongs.] 
The Chair will remark, however, that it has been 
the usual practice of this body to give such notice 
| by ead consent. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 1! desire to ask 
my honorable friend from Alabama [Mr. Situ] 
_ whether itis his intention in offering this joint res- 
| olution to reénact the ‘* Alien and Sedition *’ law? 
Several Memspers. ‘* Order! order!”’ 
| The SPEAKER. No discussion is in order. 
| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I call for the 
| recular order of business. 
| Mr. SMITH. I will answer the interrogatory 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Stanton. ] 
Ido not desire to reénact the ** Alien and Sedi- 
tion’’ law, but we want no more ‘‘ Pampero”’ 
expeditions. The object of this resolution is to 
| warn Kossuth of the ground on which he stands, 
and to remind the public officers of their duty. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not in or- 


er. 

Mr. SMITH. Well, but I do not understand 
the decision of the Chair as to whether I have the 
right to give this notice. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 


i NM «| Zentleman has the réght, under the rule, to give 
now, under similar circumstances, *| : 


| the notice, by filing it with the Clerk at any time. 
On motion by Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana, it 
was 


Ordered, That the petitions and papers of John H. 


| Thompson be withdrawn from the files of the House, and 
| referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana, by unanimous con- 
sent, gave notice that he would, at the earliest day 
practicable, ask leave to introduce a bill, entitled 


| ** An act to make a grant of public lands to the 


State of Louisiana for the purpose of constructing 


| railroads in said State.’’ 


' 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


| 


United States is at peace, it shall be the solemn | 


duty of the President to have him arrested, (laugh- 
ter,) and detained until satisfactory assurances be 
given that he will cease his efforts to enlist the 
codperative aid and armed interference of the peo- 
ple of these States in favor of Hungary. 

Mr. GIDDINGS objected. 


THE RULE IN POINT. } 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I rige toa question of 
order. I desire to propound this question to the | 
Chair. I wish to know whether any gentleman 
has not the right to give notice of his intention to 
introduce a bill? If [ understand the rules cor- 
rectly, when the question is presented by the in- 
troduction of a bill, if objection be made, the ques- 
tion arises, ‘* Will the House receive it?”’ and upon | 
that question there is something upon which they | 
ean act definitely. I only desire that we may un- 


Mr. TAYLOR, by unanimous consent, and in 
pursuance of previous notice, asked leave to intro- 


|| duce a bill further to extend the time of locating 


Virginia military land warrants, and for return- 
ing surveys thereon to the General Land Office ; 


|| which was read a first and second time by its title 


and referred to the Committee oa Public Lands. 

Mr. GIDDINGS presented a petition. 

Mr. BARRERE presented a memorial from 
Daniel Slack, of Batavia, in relation to the Mex- 
ican indemnity. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Ohio, presented a petition. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, presented a 
petition from B. B. Bennett, of Kentucky, which 


| was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


NEWSPAPERS TO MEMBERS. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, asked the unan- 


imous consent of the House to introduce a reso- 
olution; which was read forinformation as follows, 


|-viz: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House furnish to each 
member such newspapers as he may desire, not exceeding 


/| in amount that allowed to members of the Senate. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected to the intro- 
duction of the resolution. 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired of the Chair whether 
the resolution was not in order under the rules as 
a part of the organization of the House? 

he SPEAKER responded in the negative. 


HOMESTEADS. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, by unanimous 


| consent, introduced a bill, of which previous notice 
| had been given, to encourage agriculture, com- 
| meree, and manufactures, and other branches of 


| industry, by granting to any man who isthe head 
derstand these rules correctly, so that we may start | 


right. My information is, that when the proper ||Shomestea 


and a citizen of the United States, a 


f a famil 
a of one hundred and sixty acres of land 


time arrives, any gentleman may give any notice || out of the public domain, upon condition of occu- 


he pleases, and no one has the night to object. 


| 
| 


pancy and cultivation of the same for a period 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think the gen- | therein specified; which was read a fitst and 


tleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricwarpson} will, upon | 
veflection, see he is m error. The practice of the | 


| 
i 


second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 





Dec. 10 


a a 


; 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC EXPENDITURES, 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I rise for th 
‘ : e 
purpose of asking of the House to be discharged 
from service on the'Committee on Public Expend 
itures. As the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Bococx] thinks it incumbent upon gentlemen ;, 
do so, I will assign the reasons why I wish the 
discharged from serving on the committee, if ;}, 
House will indulge me two or three minutes in 
explanation. In the first instance, I will state th») 
I do not ask to be excused from serving on this 
committee out of any disrespect to the Speake, 
as, I think, he will bear me witness. If there ;, 
honor or emolument flowing from serving 45 
chairman of said committee, I desire no Jo, 
to enjoy such honor or emolument, having enjoyed 
them heretofore. I will assign another reason 
and a very good one, it seems to me, and that is 
when you come to examine the rules of the House. 
which define the jurisdiction of this committee, 
you will find that the Committee of Ways ayj 
Means, by the same language in which it is eop. 
ferred. upon the Committee on Public Expendi- 
tures, have charge of every subject that could pos. 
sibly come within the range and jurisdiction of 
the Committee on Public Expenditures, |p 
addition to this, there are six other committess 
that have jurigdiction of all that could reasonably 
come within the range of the duties of the Com. 
mittee on Public Expenditures, producing such , 
conflict of jurisdiction that it makes the Commit. 
tee on Public Expenditures a perfect nullity, and 
in fact does away with «the necessity of the com. 
mittee altogether. 

I will say, in this connection, that, humble as | 
am, I have no desire to occupy a position as chair. 
man of a committee which has no duties to per. 
form. I will repeat, if there are emoluments or 
honor to be derived as chairman of this commit. 
tee, [have enjoyed them as long as I desire. There 
is one other reason I woyld name: I am a men- 
ber of one other committee, which, in all probe- 
bility, will have much labor to perform. 1 hope, 
therefore, that the House will have no hesitancy 
in excusing me from service upon this committee, 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Jonnsox 
was excused. 

Mr. GORMAN, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill, of which previous notice had been 

iven, to supply the State of Indiana with the 

eficiency in former grants of lands for the use of 
the State University; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and, with certain memo- 
rials upon the files of the House, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


KOSSUTH AGAIN. 

Mr. ROBINSON asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a joint resolution pro- 
viding that the Congress of the United States, in 
the name and behalf of the people of the United 
States, give Louis Kossuth a cordial welcome to 
the capital of the country; and that a copy of the 
resolution be transmitted to him by the President 
of the United States. 

Objection was made by several, and the resolu 
tion was not introduced. 

Mr. BRECKENRIDGE presented the memo- 
rial of the widow of @. H., McKee, which was 
referred to the Committee of Claims; the petition 
of E. H. Taylor, which was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals; the petition o! 
Thomas L. Judge, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims; the petition and papers of 
Thomas P. Dudley, which were referred to the 
Committee on Pensions; and the petition and Fr 
peas of Josiah P. Pilcher, which were referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. ; 

Mr. FICKLIN presented the petition of Rezin 
C. Martin and eighty-seven others, ° protesting 
against the employment of Chaplains by Congress 
at the expense of the Government, on constitution! 

rounds; which was referred to the Judiciary 
ommittee. 

Mr. BISSELL eee the petition of Ma 
Prettyman for allowance of a pension; whic 
was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. BISSELL. I also present the petition of 
Dr. W. T. G. Morton, for remuneration as dis- 
coverer of etherization. I wish to state to the 
House, that in this case the petitioner represen's 
himself to have been the first person who demon- 


strated by actual experiment the fact, that the 
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jation of sulphuric ether rendered the humarf 
insensible to pain during surgical operations. 
jd state to the House that it is a matter of 
e importance; and I ask that a select 
f five be appointed to take itin charge. 


mmittee 0 c 
a eed to, amd the Chair was 


The motion was agr 
orized to appoint the committee. 
On motion by Mr. RICHARDSON it was 


That the petition and papers of Nicholas Boli- | 
irawn from the files and referred to the Com- | 
Public Lands. 


Mr. CAMPBELL of Illinois, and Mr. YATES | 
of Illinois, presented petitions of certain registers 
and receivers, asking compensation for locating 
and warrants; which were referred to 


the Committee on Public lands. 


On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Massa- | 


chusetts, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Daniel Sampson, praying 
ief on account of blindness, brought on by exposure 
he service of the United States, as a caulker in 
»¢ taken from the files, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. HALL and Mr. MILLER presented sev- 
eral memorials from the State of Missouri; which | 
ypropriately referred. 
JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the | 
House adjourn; which motion was disagreed to. 


On motion by Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, it was 


Ordered, That certain papers in relation to James Mc- | 
Kall and Charles Fouman, be taken from the files of the | 
House, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Mcore and Has- 
call be taken from the files of the House, and referred to 
the Cominittee on Patents. 

Mr. STUART, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, granting to the State of Michigan the right 
of way and a donation of public lands, for the 
construction of a ship canal around the Falls of 
St. Mary, in said State; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the | 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PENNIMAN presented a memorial from 
certain registers and receivers, asking for compen- | 
sation for services in locating bounty land war- 
rants; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Public Lands. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida, by unanimous con- | 
sent, introduced a bill, of which previous notice 
had been given, granting the right of way and ma- 
king a grant of land to the States of Florida and 
Alabama, in aid of the construction of a railroad 
from the waters of the Pensacola Bay, in Florida, 
to Montgomery, in the State of Alabama, and for 
other purposes; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


CESSION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. CABELL, of Florida, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce a resolu- 
tion; which was read for information, as follows, 


SSS. sss 





Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to the 
States in which they lie, alternate sections of the public 
lands along the line of all railroads, to construct which 
companies have been chartered by the Legislatures of such 
States, to aid in the construction of said railroads. 


Mr. SWEETSER objected, and the resolution 
was not received. 


On motion by Mr. HOWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the following petitions be taken from the 
files of the House, and referred as indicated below, viz: 
the petition of Harris and McCulloch to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads; the petition of Maurice R. 
Simons to the Committee on Invalid Pensions; the peti- 
tions of Captain A. Buchel, John Huff, and G. W. Davis, 
to the Committee on Military Affairs ; the petitions of Wil- 
liam Alexander and Charles Pin to the Committee on the 


- . _ 





Mr. CLARK, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following bills, of which previous notice 
had been given; which were read a first and second 
ume by their titles, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, viz: 

A bill to grant a certain quantity of land to the 
State of lowa, for the pu 
in the construction of railroads from 
Keokuck, and from Davenport to the Missouri 


se of aiding said State 


A bill for the relief of the preémption claimants 
of the land upon which the towns of Fort Madison 
on, in Iowa, are situated. 

N, by unanimous consent, introduced 
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a bill, of which previous notice had been given, | 
to provide for the correction of errors in the loca- 
tion of military bounty land warrants, and the 
entry of lands; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. HENN, the following joint 
resolutions of the Legislative Assembly of the 
State of Iowa, were ordered to be taken from the 
files of the House, and referred to the respective 
committees to which they were heretofore referred: 

A joint resolution for an appropriation for the 
improvement of the Des Moines and Rock River 
Rapids, on the Mississippi river; 

joint resolution asking a donation of lands to 
actual settlers; 

A joint resolution for establishing a land office 
at Fort Des Moines; and 

A joint resolution respecting saline lands; and 
a preamble and resolutions on the subject of pro- 
curing from the United States a compensation for 
services and expenses, in defending a portion of 
the territory of the United States against the un- 
lawful claim to the exercise of authority by the 
State of Missouri. 

On motion by Mr. HENN, it was 

Ordered, That document No. 200, of the House of Rep 
resentatives, (Treasury Department,) of the first session 
29th Congress, together with the accompanying papers, be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. HENN asked leave to offer a resolution; 
which was read and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Commitsee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reoccupying Fort 
Kearny, near the mouth of Platte river; orof establishing 
a new military post at some point on the Missouri river, for 
the protection of the western frontier of the State of Iowa 
from Indian depredations. 

Mr. HENN asked the unanimous consent of, 
the House to introduce a resolution instructing 
the Committee on Military Affairs to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a military post at 
the source of the Humboldt river. 

Mr. SWEETSER objected, and the resolution 
was not received. 

Petitions and memorials were then presented by 
Messrs. Marsuavt of California, and MceCork.e. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of California, by unanimous 
consent, introduced a bill, of which previous notice 
had been given, to create a board of commission- 
ers for the examination and payment of claims 
against the United States arising out of the con- 
quest of California; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. FAULKNER, it was 


Ordered, That sundry petitions of citizens of Virginia, 
asking that the military system now in force inthe armories 
may be abolished, and that the said armories may be placed 
under civil superintendence, be taken from the files of the 
House, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. VENABLE presented a petition from cit- 
izens of North Carolina against the employment 
of Chaplains; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 


THE LAWS AND PUBLIC ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Mr. SMART, by unanimots consent, intro- 
duced a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, to regulate the publication of the laws of 
the United States, and of the public advertisements; 
which was read a first and second time by its title; 
when 

Mr. S. moved that the bill be referred to a select 
committee of five, to be appointed by the Chair. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that it be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; which 
motion was agreed to. 


PROSECUTION OF CLAIMS. 

Mr# SMART, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, to prohibit the pares claims against 
the United States by heads of Departments, Sena- 
tors, and Representatives in Congress, during the 
term of their respective offices; which having been 
read a first and second time by its title, 

Mr. S. asked that it might be put upon its pas- 


e. 
r. CARTTER called for the reading of the 
bill; and it was read. : 
Mr. JONES. That is tolerably broad. We 
are all in the habit here, or at least I am, of attend- 
ing to every claim which our constituents may 
send us against the Government in any of the 
Departments, or before Congress. I have never 
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} a 
| received, directly or indirectly, the first cent of 


compensation for such services. Now, this is a 
question which requires some investigation, per- 
| haps legislation, and I will go as far as that 
gentleman or any other gentleman, to prescribe 
penalties of the severest character against members 
of Congress who may or shal! prosecute claims 
against the Government for pay. But a bill 
| should be so guarded as not to prevent others 
from attending to the legitimate demands of their 
constituents against the Government. I think 
that we cannot here, at this time, properly guard 
and frame a bill to effect these objects. ‘I hope, 
therefore, that the matter will be referred to some 
appropriate committ®—perhaps that of the Judi- 
ciary would be the most proper one. 

Mr. SMART. I wish to say that there is a 
similar rule of this House in relation to one officer 
of the House at least, providing that he shall not 
prosecute any claim against the Government; and 
there is a penalty affixed to thatrule. That officer, 
it is true, isa subordinate officer of the House; 

| but for one, I have no idea of permitting men high 
in station to go unpunished, and visit penalues 

upon the acts of subordinate officers. I think the 

country calls for such a law as this. I have no 

objection to the proposition of the gentleman from 

Tennessee (Mr. Jones] to refer, and I think he 
will concur with me in the opinion that such an act 
should be passed by Congress as this bill contem- 

plates. Everybody knows the enormous amount 

of claims that have been presented of a certain de- 

scription. Everybody knows the amount of con- 
tingent fees that gentlemen, Senators and Repre- 
sentatives, have obtained in prosecuting these 
claims. Senators and Representatives become 
interested in these claims to an extent almost 

| equal to the original claims; and | think it is a 
matter that requires legislation. Why, you have 
upon your statute-book a prohibition that no mem- 
ber of Congress shall make a contract with this 
Government, and yet you see Senators and Rep- 
sentatives taking here $75,000 as contingent fees 
to obtain ‘a claim against this Government. I 
have nothing more to say upon this subject now, 
and move the reference of the subject to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. : 

Mr. BOCOCK. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. Smart] one question: Does he 
mean to say that any member of the last Congress 

| has received a fee for prosecuting claims? 

Mr. SMART. Notatall. Idid not mean to 
apply my remarks to any member of this House, 
but rumor and the press of the country say that 
Senators have received the enormous amount of 
$75,000 for a single fee. I hope that the matter 
may be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
with instructions to report a bill. 

The bill was so referred. 


PUBLIC EXPENDITURES. 

Mr. SMART. I ask the indulgence of the 
House to present a resolution for obtaining some 
information, and I would like to have the unani- 
mous consent of the House upon its passage. 

Mr. JONES. I would inquire if the call for 
petitions has been gone through with? 

The SPEAKER. Not yet. 

Mr. JONES. ThenI object, and call for the 

| regular business. 

| Mr.SMART. The information which I call 
for is very important, and needs to be before Con- 
gress at an early hour. 

Several Mempers. Read it; read it. 

The resolution was then read for the informa- 

| tion of the House, and is as follows: 


|| Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be 
| communicated to this House, the whole amount expended 
by the General Government in each State and Territory 
since the year 1789, for forts, arscnals, armories, navy- 
I] yards, docks, light-honses, beacons, buoys, piers, and all 
|| public buildings, including cost of sites, and, as near as can 
|| be shown, the amount expended, ineluding grants of land, 
|| in each State, for all works of internal improvement, and 
|| the probable amount that it will eostineach State and Ter- 
|| ritory to complete such forts, arsenals, armories, navy 
| yards, docks, light-houses, beacons, buoys, piers, public 
|. buildings and works of internal improvements as are an- 
| thorized by law, and now remain unfinished. Also, the 
| whole expenditures already ineurred, or by law contempla- 
ted, for all public byjldings and all local objects in the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia. Also, the whole amount expended by 
|| the Government, including the probable amount to be ex- 
i] pended in virtue of existing Jaws for all the objects above- 
| named. Also, the amount expended in each State and 
| Territory in the removal of the Indians, including the 
| ameunt paid to said Indians for vacating lands in each 
State and Territory aforesaid; and the cost of each Indian 
|| war since 1798, designating the tribes or nations with which 
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we have been at war, and the State or Territory to which 
said tribes or nations belonged while at war with the United 
States; and also, the whole expenditures of the General 
Government since the year 1789 among the Indians for all 
other parposes, designating the amount of expense in each 
State and Territory. Also, the amount of money furnished 
for sick and disabled seamen in each State since 1789, and 


the amount of pensions and land warrants granted to citi- | 


zens of each State since the year 1789 aforesaid. 


Mr. JONES. The departments, with the aid 
of fifty clerks, could not furnish that information 
by the end of this session. 
and 

The resolution was not received. 


KOSSUTH AGAIN. 


Mr. DOTY asked the und##imous consent of the 
House to introduce a joint resolution, of which 


He therefore objected, || 


| 


} 





previous notice had been given, tenderinga welcome || 
to Louis Kossuth, and making an appropriation || 


to defray the expenses, under the direction of the 
President of the United States. 

Mr. ORR objected; and the resolution was not 
introduced. 


Mr. DURKEE presented a petition; which was | 


appropriately referred. 

Mr. PRICE, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill, of which previous notice had been given, | 
entitled ‘* A bill amendatory of the act entitled | 
* An act to provide for the holding of the courts of | 
the United States in cases of sickness or other dis- | 
ability of the judges of the district courts,’ ap- | 
proved July 29, 1850;’’ which was read a first and 
second time by its title. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved to refer it to the | 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JONES. I insist upon the enforcement of | 
the rule, and that is to call through the States for 
petitions. Gentlemen whose States have been 
passed, cannot go back and bring up their cases | 
again. 

‘The SPEAKER. The bill just read was re- | 
ceived by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JONES. It was objected to over here. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear any 
objections. - | 

“he bill was then referred to the Committee on | 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. SIBLEY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a resolution calling upon 
the Secretary of War for information of a local | 
character. 

Objection was made, and the resolution was not | 
received. 

Mr, JONES. 
journ. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 ask the gentleman to 
withdraw his motion, in order that the message 
upon the Speaker’s table may be taken up. 


I move that the House now ad- 


i} 


Mr. JONES. That would not be in order. The | 


call of the States for resolutions would be the next 
business in order. 

The question was taken, and the House then 
adjourned. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


By Mr. HENN: A bill to revive and continue in force | 
the provisions of an act entitled “An act granting five | 


years’ half-pay to certain widows and orphans of officers, 


non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, both | 


regulars and volunteers,’’ approved February 22, 1849. 
By Mr. BISSELL: A bill making a grant of land to the 
several States of the Union, for the benefit of the insane. 


By Mr. EVANS: A bill to amend an act entitled “An act | 
for the punishment Of crimes in the District of Columbia.” | 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 


under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees: | 


By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of Mathews, Wood & 


liali, tor compensation for losses incurred in building the | 
custom-house at New York, owing to the failure of the | 


Government to comply with their part of the contract, &c. 
By Mr. AIKEN: A petition to change the name of the 

Swedish brig Ulrica to that of Etiwan, and for a register. 
On motion of Mr. AIKEN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Capt. John Ba- | 


ker Rogers be taken from the files, and referred to the Com- 
mittec of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: ‘The memorial of James B. Moore, 
Ierael Lawrence, Henry D. Goodman of Ohio, and John 
H. Diehi of Pennsylvania, and their associates, asking the 
Government to enable them to establish a regular line of 
mail steamers from California, or Oregon, to China. 

By Mr. TUCK: The petition of W, H. Y. Hacket, Rob- 
ert Rice, and others, praying for the erection of beacons 
and buoys in the harbor of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 

By HENRY D. MOORE: The memorial of Horatio N. 
Crabb, praying for allowances withheld by the accounting 
officers of the Treasury. 

Also, the memorial of Bernard Henry, praying for the 
payment of a balance due him from the Government of 
the United States, 





| 





| 
\ 


| Knapp, praying for a pension; also, the petition of George 
| 8. Claflin, praying for a pension; also, the petition of David 
| Bell, praying for the payment of his share of the pension 








| 1812, for an increase of pensions 


| ing the war with Great Britain; dlso, the petition of John 
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By Mr. BRAGG: The petition of Hugh W. Wormley, | 
praying for a pension. 
Also, the petition of Gilbert C. Russell, praying for the | 
payment of damages for the breach of a contract by the 
Government, and seizure of property. | 
By Mr. RIDDLE: The memorial of sundry citizens of 
Delaware, praying for an appropriation to establish certain 
buoys in the Delaware Bay. 
By Mr. ALLISON: The petition of Robert Milligan, of | 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, a soldier of the war of 


By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of Robert L. Ganis; | 
also, the petition of James 8. Mitchell, one of the volun- 
teers, praying Congress to so change the late Bounty Land | 
law, that a meritorious class of volunteers may be provided | 

| 
| 


| for. 


Also, the petition of Hugh W. Wormley, praying for a | 
ension; alsu, the petition of the heirs of Robert Henry | 
dyer, praying for a pension on account of his services dur- 


H. B. Rolls, praying compensation for a horse and saddle 
converted to the public service in the Florida war. 
By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of Amos 


granted to the heirs of Jesse Bell, deceased. 

By Mr. FLORENCE: The petition of William H. Top- 
ping, for services as Secretary to the Commission appointed 
to investigate the affairs of the New York Custom-House. 

By Mr. MEACHAM: The petition of Henry MclLaugh- | 
lin; also, of Harry Halgate, of Milton, Vermont. 

By Mr. WALSH: The memorial of Samuel Collins, of 
Baltimore, in relation-to Mexican indemnity; also, the 
memorial of Dawson Phenix, a passed midshipman in the 
United States Navy, praying the reimbursement of certain 
traveling expenses incurred by him. | 

By Mr. WASHBURN: The petition of Araham Pettin- 
gill for pension from September, 1834, to December, 1850. | 
Also, the petition of Eliza Merril, widow of James Mer- 
ril, for arrears of pension. 

By Mr. SCUDDER: The petition of Seth Crowell, and 
others, for a breakwater at Dennis, Massachusetts. 

On motion by Mr. Briggs, it was | 

Ordered, That the papers relating to the establishment of | 
a Mint in the city of New York be withdrawn from the files | 
of the House, and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. | 


Mr. BROOKS presented a memorial from the | 
Industrial Congress of New York, sens 


i 
i 
i 


against proposed amendments to the bounty lan 
bill, the reading of which was as follows: 
To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives | 
in Congress assembled: | 
The undersigned respectfully represent: That they were | 
appointed a committee of the Industrial Congress of New 
York, te memorialize your honorable bodies against any 
amendment of the most recent bounty land act, passed at 
the session of °49-’50, giving to the soldiers of the wars of 
our country certain quantities of land, upon conditions of a 
personal and bona 
amend such act as to make more stringent its provisions 
and render absolute settlement and improvement of their 
grants a condition precedent to a title from Government; 
or, in the event such cortditions might become onerous to 
some fairly entitled to the consideration of the people and 
the beneficence of Governinent, the substitution of a money 


bounty in lieu of land, would, in the estimation of your | 


memorialists, meet both the approbation of the people and 
the merits of the case, and furnish no cause of censure ex- 
cept to that class of men that in every country speculate 
upon the necessities of the race, and deliberately forecast 
the increase of population and the demand for land likely 
to accrue from such increase within a given period, and 
then, as deliberately antedate its possession, with a view to 
enrich themselves at the expense of the people, while scat- 
tering them over tenfold the area of ground they can profit- 
ably improve, either for their individual benefit or the wel- 
fare of the community in which they may reside, or of the 
country at large; while they at the same time withhold 
from gale all choice’ locations, all mines, streams, the best 
land, the forests, coal-beds, and every spotlikely to become 
the future sites of commercial marts, with a view still fur- 
ther to render tributary to them those whom necessity drives 
to the outskirts of civilization for bread and employment, 
or for the means to attain that independence of position 
which constitutes the aim and the worthiness of the Demo- 


| eratic citizen and the progress of the age. 


Your memorialists conceive the rights of every citizen 
are infringed upon, where the lands of a country are im 
providently sold to those who seek them not for personal 
use and occupation, and that the duty of all Governments 
to the people which they represent, is to prevent the accu- 
mulation of soil in the hands of a few, by any and all means 
in their power, and much more may they claim at the hands 
of their Government that wise and humane forethoughted- 
ness, that shall leave no excuse to the citizen for holding in 
contempt the laws and institutions he is presumed f under- 
stand, and to have himse!f created or consented to. 


The parent or trustee of an estate that should so manage | 


his trust as to give to, or permit a few of its heirs to mono 
olize its benefits, to the exclusion of the vastly larger y 
of those entitled to the inheritance, or that would blindly 
encumber such estate by anticipating its revenues to squan- 
der upon favorites, or in illusory speculations and expecta- 
tions of the future, law, justice, and common sense would 
equally condemn and subject to punishment or public cen- 
sure, and your memorialists conceiving the relation Your 
honorable bodies bear to the people and to them, the same 
in essence as that which constitutes the parent and trustee 
would claim at your hands, for the benefit of the race, and 
of the American people especially, such laws in relation to 
the future disposal of the public lands of our country as 
shall most tend to compact settlements of the people upon 
them and facilitate the establishment of common schools, 
canals, roads, and every other desirable improvement of 
the ages present and prospective—a result that cannot be 
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Yeached and that seems pot to be desired by those who 
throw open to speculators lands ostensibly devoted . —_ 
payment of the soldier for services rendered to the he 
while deeply infringing the rights of others and toe 
interest. Publ 
Your memorialists, in conclusion, would obserye th 

public mind is ripe for the occasion and opportunin 7 
settle the unsold lands of the Union. That the spiri we ° 
animated our fathers of the Revolution has revived frp = 
exhaustion of that and the later wars of the Republic 
under the better educational auspices of the times, js de 
mined to conquer its liberties anew, and wrest from > 
grasp of monopoly and money, (which should at aj) ti 
be the servant, not master of the people,) that which 
fathers denied to the laws of primogeniture and entaj| N 
would your memorialists omit to observe, that the cony,.” 
tion of the public mind is against the principle of gusan 
bounty lands alone to the soldiers, not because they are ;, 
thre soldier’s due, but because he seldom reaps but 2 moiety 
of the benefit intended by such grants, and because the m 
of honest toil, upon whom the burdens and expenses of al 
wars mainly fall, is denied an equal claim to reward 
the world’s esteem, by the distinction raised in the prefer 
ence given to the men bearing armsonly. Te public lands 
acquired as they are by imposts upon, and by the toils of 
the people, should cease to be the sport of chance and the 
property of those who make the soldier’s merits the re 
tence for their avarice and predetermined intention to hold 
in subjection to their aggrandizement the labors and increase 
of the population of the country; and the Government that 
tolerates and the people that submit to that invasion of thejy 
rights, and that neglect of duty which springs from a yo. 
nopoly of land, however produced, can have neither 8 just 
claim to the title of democratic, nor be entitled to the ap. 
plause of history or of mankind. Yourmemorialists, thers. 
fore, solicit that no change be made in our existing bounty 
land laws, tending to increase speculation in the public 


lands. 
WM. J. YOUNG, 
BENJ. PRICE, 
JAS. HIBSON, 
INDUSTRIAL ConGress, New York, Dec. 6, 185], 


Com. Ind. Congress, 








IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 11, 1851. 


Prayer by Rev. C. M. Butier. 
Mr. Brapsury, of Maine, appeared in his seat, 


PETITIONS. 

Mr.SEW ARD submitted additional documents 
in relation to the petition of Hugh W. Dobbin; 
which were referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented the memorial 
of Richard M. Johnson, praying remuneration for 
losses sustained by him in consequence of his im- 
pressment into the service of the United States, as 
a pilot, in the late war with Mexico; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. * 

Mr. MILLER presented the memorial of Wil- 
liam A. Duer, administrator of William Duer, 
deceased, praying the payment of a balance due 
to the estate of the deceased, on a contract for sup- 
plying rations to the army under General St. 
Clair, in the year 1791; which was referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. FISH presented the memorial of George 
Talcott, late of the Army of the United States, 
complaining that injustice has been done him in 
the sentence of a court-martial, by which he was 
dismissed the service, and praying that the Senate 
will investigate the proceedings of the court before 
acting on the nomination of the person appointed 
in his place. 

Mr. F. said that he doubted whether the memo- 
rial should be presented in executive or open ses 
sion, but on consultation with older Senators, he 
was advised that the latter was probably the best 
mode of presentation. He asked that it be laid 
on the table, without reference for the present; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of inhabit- 
ants of Fort Winnebago, Wisconsin, praying & 
grant to the State of Wisconsin of the military 
reservation at Fort Winnebago, to aid in the im- 
provement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition of citizens of 
New Hampshire, praying the establishment of ® 
mail route from Pittsfield to Farmington Dock, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The PRESIDENT pro t laid before the 
Senate a communication of Aaron H. Palmer, ac 
companied by a description of the colonial depend- 
encies of Japan, with a plan for opening that 
empire to the commerce of the United States. 

r. DODGE, of Iowa, moved that the commu- 
nication be referred to the Committee on Printing. 





The PRESIDENT. If a motion to print 18 
made, it goes to the Committee on Printing. 
Mr. GWIN said it was.a matter of considerable 
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a 
importance, and therefore he moved to refer it to clans tats 
° : ° n Relations. 
Committee on Foreign Relations. ; 7 VERS 
OMe. DAVIS. I do not know what the wishes | On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was ‘ 
of the memorialist are; but it is evident, from the || Ordered, That the petition of T. P. McBlair, on the files 


. wf ‘ » © itte Naval Af- 
seneral tenor of the letter, thatif the memorial = Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval Af 


ought to go to any committee, it should be to the || On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, it was 
Committee on Commerce. I move to refer it to 
that committee. 

Mr. GWIN remarked that he had desired to || 
refer it to the Committee on Commerce, but after | 
having had a conference with its chairman, he 
thought it was not the proper reference. He with- 
drew the motion. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I had aconference with the 
honorable Senator from California, in relation to 
this matter. So far as I understand it, it is a ques- 
tion which sroperly belongs to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and not to the Committee on 
Commerce. I understand the object of the com- 
munication to be to make certain suggestions as 
to the best. method of opening relations with the 
Japanese Government, the ports of which are now 
closed against us. While the matter is one of a 
somewhat commercial character, yet in all the in- 
cipient and subsequent steps which may be taken, 
it is one oenee eee apr with the ee > 
lations. I therefore think the motion made by the : ine 1s 
Sats Califone waste proper one.” || Of maton by Mr. BERRIEN, twas 

Mr. DAVIS. . I certainly have ~ disposition || of F. P. Stockton, be referred to the Committee on Naval 
to give any particular direction to this paper. I 


; ; Affairs. 
hardly know what it contains. But, asfarasI || Mr. PRATT submitted an additional document 
was able to understand from the reading of the 


. relating to the claim of Mary Williams; which, 
letter, it seemed to me to treat entirely of the 


: | with her petition on the files of the Senate, was 
means of enlarging the commerce of the country. |! referred to the Commitee of Claims. 
I take it that it belongs to commercial affairs. 


3 tion by Mr. ATT, it was 
But if the gentleman himself, or any one else, de- On motion by Mr. PRA eens 


aK" a . Ordered, That the petition of Richard Mackall, the peti- 
sires it to go toa particular committee, | have no || tion of Bryan Callaghan, and the petition of the heirs of 
ee De 


Robert Sewall, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
fy. DODID, of kien, = Eaeevpose this ie the |} esas eeiteths semmoan ‘awh, hak We Someoee, he 
document, or a part of the document, on which || petition of tetalnaal veqreceipatiees tf John G. Mackall, = 
we had once ‘* the battle of the books,’’ between || memorial of Benedict J. Heard, the petition of the heirs 
the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Foote] and a and legal representatives of William Somerville, and the 
Senator from Missouri, now no longer a membér |, Memonal of Hodges & Landsdale, on the files of the Sen- 
of this body, [Mr. Benron,] I +. ame it was 
that;and I supposed that it would be a proper || 


ate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 
On motion by Mr. DAWSON, it was 
—— ne ; ’ 
inquiry for the Committee on Printing to deter- | é 
; ¢ . . | § a » referre » € e > en- 
mine whether it should be printed or not. Tam | files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pen 





leave to withdraw her petition and papers. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the petition of Abraham L. Knickerbock- 
er, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 
| on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Thomson Hutchinson, and 
the petition of Barbara Reily, on the files of the Senate, be 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Daniel Winslow, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, it was 

Ordered, That the papers relative to the claim of Thomas 
M. Taylor, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the papers on file relating to the claim of 
\ Francis P. Stockton, a Purser in the Navy, be referred to 
| the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
| 
| 


Ordered, That the memorial of Elizabeth Monroe, on the 
| sions. 


against the printing of these documents without |) 
the examination of a committee; I therefore moved 
its reference to the Committee on Printing. 
Mr.GWIN. I would suggest to the Senator 
from lowa that the question be divided. } 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I agree to it at once. | 
Iknow what itis. Let it be referred tothe Com- 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


dies to patentees. 

Mr. HUNTER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to establish a Board 
| of Accounts. 
| Mr. BORLAND gave notice of his intention to 
| ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the act of 
1831 in relation to cutting timber on the public 
lands. 
| 
} 
| 


mittee on Commerce, and the question of printing 
go to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I hope the Senator from Iowa | 
will withdraw the latter part of the motion, for 


| 

ts ; aoe 
this simple reason, if the communication goes to | . - 
any standing committee, that committee will in- Mr. BRIGHT gave notice of his intention to 


vestigate the matter, and will be better able to || 9% leave to introduce a joint resolution repealing 
|| ajoint resolution approved March 3, 1845, direct- 


judge of mopeperity of printing it than the Com- || ing the Secretary of the Treasury, whenever any 


mitteeon Printing. Iapprehend it is not expected | : , , 
that the Committee on Printing should investigate ] State shall or may be in default of the payment of 
> aq || interest or principal on investment in its stocks or 


the meri j i ; ; : 
mertis of every question presented. If obliged | bends held by the United States in trust, to retain 


to do that, they eertainly could discharge no other || : “a : 
duty. I think, therefore the simple caniaumieie of || certain moneys to which said State is entitled, for 
; ; Pe | the purposes there in named. 


reference should be made, and let the question of | 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


printing be determined subsequently. ; 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I yield to the sugges- Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, agreeably to pre- 
vious notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in 


tion of the Senator. . : i 
The communication was referred to the Com- || @ bill granting to the State of Wisconsin a dona- 


mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. GWIN presented the memorial of William 
A. Christian, a purser in the Navy, praying to 
be allowed, in the statement of his accounts, cer- 
tain pees made to officers on board the Uni- 
ted States steamer Princeton, holding acting ap- | 
polntments; which was referred, with the papers | 
on file, to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. GWIN presented the memorial of Daniel 
Anderson, son and heir of Thomas O. Anderson, 
deceased, late of the Navy, praying payment of 

© prize money due his father as one of the cap- 
‘ors of the frigate Philadelphia; which was referred 
'o the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH presented the memorial of Thos. 
Pember, praying compensation for services ren- 
dered as a Purser in the Navy; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 
_ Ordered, That the memorial of Robert M. Hamilton, on 





railroad from the city of Milwaukie to the Mis- 
sissippi river; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
| Public Lands. 

Mr. BADGER, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the 
relief of M. K. Warrington and C. W.J. Shubb, 


which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 





was read a first and second time b 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 





the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on For- | 


Ordered, That the widow of George R. C. Floyd have 


Mr. MILLER gave notice of his intention to | 
ask leave to introduce a bill giving further reme- | 


tion of public lands to aid in the construction of a | 


executors of Capt. Lewis Warring®n and others; | 


Mr. HUNTER, agreeably to previous notice | 
by his colleague, [Mr. Mason,] asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill to authorize the pay- 
ment of invalid pensions in certain cases; which || 
its title, and | 


Mr. FISH, agreeabiy to previous notice, asked | 
and obtained leave to bring in a’bill to establish a | 
oe of the United States in the city of New 

ork; which was read a first and second time by || ¢rom Seventeenth to Twentieth streets west; the extension 
ite title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. | 





Mr. WALKER, agreeably to previous notice, 

| asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 

grant to the State of Wisconsin the military reser- 

vation at Fort Winnebago, in that State, to aid in 

improving the navigation of the Fox and Wiscon- 

|| sin rivers; which was read a first and second ume, 
|| and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, agreeably to previous 

notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in the 

following bills; which were read a first and second 
time, and referred io the Committee on Public 
|, Lands: 

A bill for the relief of Richard Cheyney and 
others; and aa’ 

A bill for the relief of Charles Melrose. 

Mr. PEARCE, agreeably to previous neice, 
asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill in aZ- 
dition to and amendatory of an act entitled “An 
act to provide for the settlement of the accounts 
of public officers, and others, who may have re- 
ceived moneys arising from military contributions 
or otherwise, in Mexico,’’ approved March 3, 
1849; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, agreeably to previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to procure a revision of the acts of Congress, 
and also of the statutory laws in force in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a bill granting a pension to Sally T. 
Floyd, widow of George C. Floyd, late lieutenant 
colonel in the Army of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. U. also obtained leave to have the papers 
on file in relation to this case referred to the same 
committee. 

Mr. BORLAND, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bil) to re- 

vive a portion of the act for the relief of widows 
of deceased soldiers; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. WHITCOMB, agreeably to previous no- 
tice, asked and obtamed leave to introduce a bill 

|| for the relief of John Devlin; which was read a 

first and second time by its title, and referred to 

the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. MALLORY, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of William Richardson and others; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
|| the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. HALE. As the Senator from North Car- 
olina (Mr. Baneer] is not in his seat, I move that 
when the Senate adjourns to-day, it adjourn to 

|| meet on Monday next. 

The motion was not agreed to, there being on a 
division—ayes 16, noes 17. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope it will be entered on 
the Journal by whom the motion was made, I 
should not like it to go out to the country that I 

| made it and that it failed. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution ; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of amending the laws in 
relation to alien and other passengers on board of vessels, 
so as to sectire more effectually the penalties for the viola- 

| tion of such laws. 


|} Mr. JONES, of Iowa, submitted the following 
\| resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
|| consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com - 
municate to the Senate the report of the survey, estimates, 
|| &e., of a route from St. Louis to the Big Bend of Red river, 


|} made under the direction of the Topographical Bureau by 
|| Captain Joshua Barney. 


| Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the following 
| resolution for consideration: 


| Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Co- 
|| Jumbia be, and they are hereby, instructed to inquire into 
the expediency, and probable cost, of straightening, grading, 
|| and paving Pennsylvania avenue from Seventeenth street 
west to Georgetown ; the erection of a permanent bridge 
across Rock Creek, from the termination of Pennsylvania av- 
|| enue, tointersect with Georgetown ; the building of asewer 
of suitable dimensions for draining Pennsylvania avenue 





of gas lights along the liue of Pennsylvania avenue from 
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! 
Heventcenth street west to Georgetown; an increase of the || 
Auxiliary Guard, under a new system of organization, suffi 
cient to make them an efficient body; of supplying the city | 
with pure water from the Great Falls of the otemac ; and || 
the extension of a line of gas lights from the bridge afore- 
said to High street in Georgetown, and thence along said | 
strect to its western termination. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. All these subjects were || 
brought before the Senate by a variety of memo- ] 
rials which I presented during the last session of || 
Congress. hese memorials are on file, and I | 
have been requested to bring the subject to the 
attention of the Senate again. 1 have thought best 
to do so by the resolution of inquiry. I hope || 
the Senate will adopt it, and then | will move to 
take from the files the petitions on the various sub- 
jects embraced in it, that they may be referred to 
the same committee. 

Mr. CASS. I object to the consideration of | 
the resolution at this time. I do notdo so because 
of any objection to the resolution itself; but I have 
a resolution before the Senate, upon whieh I am 
anxious to have its action; and it will not come up | 
at all during the session, if every.other resolution | 
is discussed, as it is presented, and adopted, 


COLONEL TALCOTT. 

Mr. FISH submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- | 
municate to the Senate a copy of the proceedings of the 
General Court-Martial held in the city of Washington in 
June and July last, upon the trial of George Talcott, Colo- || 
nel of Orduance and Brigadier General by brevet in the || 
Army of the United States; and of the testimony taken be- 
fore the said court: together with the finding and sentence | 
of the court, and the approval thereof by the President. 

Mr. HALE. I shall vote against that resolu- || 
tion, for this reason: Various attempts have been 
made in the Senate to obtain copies of the pro- 
ceedings of court-martials upon private soldiers 
and sailors even when they have been put to death, 
and the Senate has refused to interfere. It refused 
to call for the proceedings of the trial of sailors 
who were put to death on board the Somers. 
And last session I made application to call fora 
copy of the proceedings of a court by which some 
private soldiers in a fort at Portsmouth were sen- 
tenced to wear iron collars with prongs around || 
them, and balls attached to*their feet, for twelve || 
months. Leould never get it. Private soldiers | 
and sailors may be subjected to the most infernal | 
and horrible torments which can be devised, and 
applications to the Senate to call for the proceed- 
ines in their cases are refused. If we do not 
interfere to protect the private, | am opposed to 
interfering for the officer. But as soon as an offi- 
cer is tried we have orders for publications that | 
would outnumber the pages of the Bible. For | 
these reasons | am opposed to the resolution. 

Mr. BADGER. I would suggest to the honor- 
able Senator who introduced this resolution, that | 
there is’ perhaps some unnecessary language in it. 
We have been inthe habit of considering that a call 


for the proceedings of a court-martial was neces- || 


sarily a call for the evidence and everything in 
those proceedings. 
Several Senators. 
Mr. BADGER. I admit that it does not. 
Mr. GWIN. I think this case is one in which | 
we ought to have the papers, because it will come 
up before the Senate in anotherform. A nomina- 
tion has to be made to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the removal of Colonel Talcott. If I under- || 
stand the case properly, it is important that we | 
should have the papers, and the sooner we get 
them the better. 
Mr. SEWARD. I[haveasingle question about 
this resolution which I will propose for the con- 
sideration of those who are wiser than [ am: 
whether it ought not to be addressed to the Presi- 
dent of the United States instead of to the Secre- 
tary of War? I suppose that the sending of such 
yapers here is a question left to the discretion of the 
President. I would ask my colleague to conseat | 
to an amendment, substituting the President of the | 
United States for the Secretary of War, and put- | 
ting in the qualification, ‘if consistent with the 
public interest,’’ . 
Mr. FISH. I have no objection to such an || 
amendment, if it is necessary. I understand, 
however, that the resolution is now in the form 
usual for calls upon heads of Departments. I 
resume the Senate is perfectly competent to 
direct a Secretary to transmit such papers as it | 
may deem necessary for its own enlightenment || 
with regard to the business which is to come be- | 


[t does no harm. 


|| gress (rule 


| without limitation. 


| to this subject then, I should have opposed the 
| measure. 


fore it. The memorial which I presented this 


| morning contemplates some further action by the || curring the displeasure of those now 


Senate in the case of Colonel Talcott. For that 


action the proceedings of this court will become | 


essentially necessary. ‘They are voluminous, and 
it will take some time to prepare them. We 
know not when the Senate may be called upon in 
another capacity to act upon the case. 
the resolution is in the form usual in such cases. 
If it be not, I will consent to the amendment. 
Mr. SEWARD, I would say to my colleague 


| . o ‘ 
| that learned Senators around me are of the opinion 


that it will facilitate the passage of the resolution 


|| to substitute the President for the Secretary of 
| War, and to insert “if consistent with the public | 
| Interest.” 


Several Senators. Oh, no. 
‘The resolution was adopted. 
OFFICERS OF THE SENATE. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Brieut, on the 8th instant, was called up for con- 
sideration: 


Resolved, That the following shall be a standing rule of 
Senate, to wit: 7 

‘The Secretary of the Senate, the Sergeant-at-Arms, the 
Doorkeeper, and Assistant Doorkeeper, shall be chosen on 


| the 3d Monday of the present Congress, (first session of the 
| 32d,) and on the second Monday of the first session of 


every succeeding Congress. 

Mr. BRIGHT asked for the yeas and nays on 
the resolution; and they were ordered. 

Mr. BERRIEN. 


lect aright, that rule was, after consideration by 


the Senate, repealed, upon a view of the incon- | 
| venience which resulted fpom frequent removals 


of the ministerial officers of the Senate. 


this change is proposed. 


its ministerial officers every two years. The re- 
sult of the operation of that rule would be to de- 
prive the Senate of the benefit which is received 
from the. experience which the persons filling 
those offices have in relation to its proceedings. I 


| believe that there is no Presiding Officer who does || 
| not frequently find a great benefit from referring || 


to some of those officers with regard to senatorial 
proceedings. 


we shall adhere to precedent in this case. 


Senate of the experience of officers who have 
served for a considerable time in their respective 
places. It is the less necessary to adopt this rule, 
because we have the power at any moment, by a 
resolution, to dismiss any one of these officers 
who may act improperly, and supply his place b 
the elecuon of another. ‘These are my views. 

there be any good reason for the change, for the 


\| restoration of what was found inconvenient, I || 
As at present ad- | 


shall listen to it witlr pleasure. 
vised, I am decided] 


opposed to the resolution. 
Mr. BRIGHT. 


I have offered this resolution 


'| without being at all influenced by the considera- | 


tion who are now, or may hereafter be the officers 
of this body. The tenure by which these subor- 


| dinate offices are now held establishes a principle 
bing for || 

sucht change as harmonizes with the elective fran- | 

| chise generally. 


anti-republican in its character, and ca 


I do not wish to be understood 
as stiking at the present incumbents, or as seeking 
to revive the old rule in order to displace any 
particular one of them. 
am misunderstood. 


A reference to the Journals of the Senate shows, 
that at the first session of the Twenty-first Con- 


that the officers of this body should be elected in 
the manner prescribed in the resolution under con- 
sideration. Attheclose of the Thirtieth Congress, 


/ an honorable Senator from Missouri, no longer a | 
member of this body, (Colonel Benton,) moved 
the | 


a resolution, which was adopted, repealin 
49th rule, thus continuing the present incumbents 
Had my attention been called 


“hus the matter has rested until this 
time, many of us admitting that it is a very anti- 
democratic feature in our organization, and one 
that ought to be corrected, but all agreeing the 
task of undertaking it would be a most thankless 


I believe || 


Mr. President, if I recol- | 


I really | 
| would desire, before I can give my vote in favor 
| of this resolution, to know upon what grounds 
It seems to me to be in- | 
| consistent with the character of this body to elect 


I hope that however much or how- | 
ever little we may regard precedents in other cases, | 
1 am | 
| unwilling, for myself, to encounter the risk, by a 
biennial election, of depriving the Chair and the | 


fe 


If I am so understood, I | 
It is the tenure by which | 
| they hold, it is the principle involved, that I am |} 
|| striking at, 


) was passed, which rule required | 


’ Dee. 11, 


i 

| one, and in all probability result in the moye,; 
i But be this as it may, and as much as 
| regret to have the performance of that 
|| regarded as a public duty lead to such a 
| cannot be deterred by any such considerat 
| acting and spegking out. 

| Mr. President, ] have never heard ANY satisfa 

\| tory reason given for abrogating the 491) “- 
| It is said that Senators relieve themselves hen 
| the disagreeable necessity of saying yes or No to 
ee present their names for our cop. 
| sideration in connection with these offices; that itis 
| a full and satisfactory answer to all our consti). 
| ents who seek these lucrative offices, to say Si 
|| we have disposed of them during the lifetime af 
|| the present incumbents, and therefore it js Unne. 
|| cessary for me to waste time discussing the merit, 
|| of your claims, &c. Now permit me to say this i 
|| all wrong. These, like ees of public em. 
ployment, should be left open or disposal at stated 
'| periods, thus enabling the incoming Senators at the 
| opening of each Congress to aid in making a choigs 
|| of the officers of the body in which they are » 


In place, 
T woul 
Which | 
result, 
10n from 


} 
| 
| 
| 


|| serve, and giving every good citizenan Opportunity 
of sharing in whatever of honor or profit belonss 


i} 
tT 


| to such stations. I do not mean by what! haye 
|| said to be understood as advocating the principle 
| of rotation in office. Where we obtain the services 
| of gentlemen possessing peculiar qualification fo, 
_ the offices they are chosen to, and the public sep. 
|| vice would be promoted by their continuance, | 
would say, continue them; but continue then 
according to the forms and usages of a popular 
government, and not during good behavior, as jt 
| 1s called, which is nothing less than the grant of, 
|| life-estate. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I regret that I shall be unde 
| the necessity of voting against any change in this 
|rule. I regret to differ from my learned friend 
_ from Indiana; _ I shall not vote for any change 

at this time. Ido not want to see the Senate a 
this session, at all events, turned into a kind of 
| electioneering hall. -I think it is exceedingly im. 


i} 


a let me tell my honorable friend from 
ndiana, to introduce this subject at this session. 
After the general election, and after we have as. 
certained the result of that election, we may con- 
mence a general disturbing of officers everywhere, 
But I think this is a very bad time for the Demo- 
| crats to commence’ to diator’ the Senate. For 
one, I shall not do it just now. I am not prepared 
for it. It seems this aims at a general revolution, 
I perhaps might unite with the gentleman if he 
| should introduce a resolution to remove a partict- 
| lar officer. Perhaps I might; but I do not know 
| that I'should. If that be the object, | should like 
| to see it come in that way. I say again, | hope 
the gentleman will reflect that this is not a very 
auspicious time to commence a thing of this kind 
in the Senate. 

Mr. BERRIEN.” It was the concluding remark 
of the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Briexr] which 
announced to me the principle which actuated him 
| in bringing up this resolution. Up to that time! 
'| had not understood what that princip!e was. Now 
| I submit to the honorable Senator, hat there is no 
such principle involved in the present practice of 
the Senate. The principle to which he objects is, 
that any officer under our institutions should have 
| his office as a life estate. There is no life estate 
| in the ministerial offices of the Senate. You can, 
eo a resolution, remove the incumbents at once. 

hey hold their offices at the pleasure of the Sen- 
ate. They are the occupants of their places at our 
will. Certainly, if there be any misconduct on 
the part of any officer, a resolution for his removal 
would induce an inquiry. He would be furnished 
| with the means of answering any allegations made 
against him. But by this process, if it is intended 
|| to affect the actual incumbents, they are to be de- 
eon of their offices and condemned unheard. 

hey are to be removed, divested of their present 
|| tenure of office, and de 
to obtain the votes of 





d upon their capacities 
nators to be restored. 
take it for granted that though these officers hold 
their places at our will, yet the Senate is a body 
holding itself responsible to the country for acting 
upon principles of equity and justice, and no off- 
cer should be removed who faithfully discharges 
his duty. If there be a single individual now ' 
'| the employ of the Senate who has failed in the 
|| discharge of his duty, I will cheerfully unite wit 
‘| any Senator in his removal upon proper evidencs. 
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But I reiterate what has been affirmed by the Sen- 
ator from Illinois, that it really does look like can- 
yassing for the offices. 

Mr. HALE. I have endeavored, in my humble 
sphere, to move consistently. I have usually looked | 
out for the privates. 1 understand this resolution 
ie aimed at the privates. If it is insisted upon I 
shall be compelled to move to insert the Presiding 
oficer of this body at the head of the list of those 
officers to be elected. I am not willing to begin 


chapter. I shall vote against the resolution; but if 

it is pressed I shall move my amendment. I need 

not say to you, Mr. President, nor to any member | 
of this body, that I am influenced only by a desire | 
to carry out a great principle. I think if that 
principle applies to one it should apply to all. 

* Mr. BRIGHT. The honorable Senator from 
(ieorgia, La Berrien,] and the honorable Sen- | 
ator from Iinots, (Mr. Surexps,] reason upon this 

subject as though | were striking at particular offi- 
cers of this body. I have announced that I did 
not seek or desire a change of the rule in order to 
reach any particular officer. If either of those 


| 
at the bottom. I want to begin at the head of the | 


Senators suppose that I am striking at a particular || 


oficer he is mistaken. | 

Mr. BERRIEN. Will the Senator allow me | 
to explain? I have not made the slightest sug- 
gestion that he was acting through any such mo- 
tive. I know he is not. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I said, when first up, that my 
object was to reinstate a rule that had been over 
twenty years in operation, and one that is in uni- | 
son and harmony with the principles of the Gov- 
ernment under which we legislate. 

[cannot refrain from expressing my surprise at 
the opposition of the honorable Senator from IIli- 
nois, (Mr. Suretps.}] I had every reason to sup- 
pose that the principle sought to be established by 
this resolution, would have found an advocate in 
him: but instead thereof, he seeks rather to weaken 
my proposition, by alleging that my motion is an 
imprudent one, and not altogether well-timed. 1 
am at a loss how to interpret the language of the 
honorable Senator. Certainly there is nothing 
very imprudent in asking the Senate to declare 
that hereafter they will elect their officers every 
two years, thus abrogating the law of life estates 
in offices of this body. Certainly it is not ill- 
timed here or anywhere else, under a republican 


form of government, to advocate and declare in || 
favor of so sound a political principle as the one 
sought to be established by this resolution. In | 


view of the political changes in this Government, 


and the party proscription that has characterized | 


the present Administration, I think there is some- 
thing due our political friends wherever we have 
the power; and if the present incumbents are de- 
serving the support of the party in the ascendant 
here, they have nothing to fear from the reinstate- 
ment of the old rule. 

J have offered the resolutio® because I believe it 
right. I defend it because of my determination to 


permit no pressure from any quarter to influence | 


my political action, and if voted down now shall 
renew it whenever parliamentary order permits. 

A word in reply to the motion and speech of 
the honorable Senator from New Hampshire, {Mr. 
Hate.] He moves to include the President * pro 
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| organization. When the Senate commenced its || 


| proceedings, it appointed its officers according to 


| the nature of its own constitution, and not accord- | 


| ing to the constitution of the other House of Con- 
gress, and so it proceeded for many years. 

But I do not wish to pursue inquiries of that 
kind, but would suggest to the Senate this consid- 
| eration: The rule which it is now sought to rein- 
| state, had existed for a number of years. During 
| the last Congress a Senator from Missouri, not 
| now a member of this body, [Mr. Benron,] of- 
| fered a resolution to rescind the rule, and return 


the beginning. We all recollect when that resolu- 
tion was introduced, that it was adopted by the 
unanimous consent of this body. Not one word 
was said against it. What is the inference? We 
| must suppose, as no one objected, that all were in 
favor of it. If everybody was in favor of it then, 


| — me to inquire why it is that any should 
1 


ave changed their opinions since? If it was 


Mr. Benton was a member of this body, what has 


happened since, what facts have been developed, | 


what discoveries made, what secrets transpired, 


was then done by the unanimous consent of the 
body? It seems to me that we shall occupy a very 
| unenviable position before the country, if we adopt 
this resolution. When Mr. Benton proposed the 
restoration of the old practice, no man opened his 


} mouth against it, and yet now we are told that a 


high principle requires the adoption of this resolu- 

| tion. It must be inferred, then, that what was 
done commanded unanimous consent, because at 
that time either all of us were so ignorant that we 
could not discover the great principle involved, or 
| all so timid that none of us objected to his propo- 
sition. I hope the resolution will not be adopted. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I shall vote for the resolution 
of the Senator from Indiana. I believe the princi- 
| ple involved is a sound one, and that the practice 
| to which it tends is equally sound. I regard the 
| present rule as substantially establishing the prin- 
ciple of life offices. I shall vote for the resolution 
wihent any reference to who are to fill the offices, 
or whether there shall be any change in them or 
not. That will be a question to be determined 


is to have a fixed time at which the office is to ex- 
pire and an election to be gone into; and in order 
to establish that, I shall vote for the resolution. 
With regard to the suggestion of the Senator 
| from North Carolina, I could not see that there 
yas much force in it. I presume that the reason 
\| why there was no opposition made to the motion 
|| of the Senator from Siocon alluded to, was that 
|| it came up in the morning business, when it was 


| the Senator from Indiana also. But whether that 
be so or not, is a matter of no consequence. The 


| as regards this question? 
sound practice is to have a fixed term of office, at 


place, I shall vote for the resolution. 


|” Mr. BUTLER.. I will add one word tb what 


| to what had been the practice of this body from | 


proper to restore the practice of the Senate, when | 


which should lead us now to wish to undo what } 


afterwards. But I do believe that the true principle | 


| not known what was the pending question. If 
| I had known of it, I should not have voted for it; 
| and the same I believe to be true. with regard to 


| question is, What is the true practice of the Senate 
Believing that the 


\| the expiration of which a new election is to take 


tempore” in the list of officers to be elected. | || has been said by my friend from North Carolina, 
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So the resolution was rejected. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I now move to reconsider 
the vote on the resolution; and I move that that 
motion lie on the table. I am not altogether satis- 
fied with the vote which I gave. I wish further 
tume for consideration. Therefore I move to re- 
consider the vote, and ask that that motion lie on 
the table. If it is laid on the table, I presume it 
can be taken up at any time a majority of the 
Senate think proper. : F 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If I understand the matter, 
the effect of laying on the table of the motion to 
reconsider will be to clinch the matter against the 
»0wer of reconsideration. The universal practice 
in the House of Representatives is, that after a 
measure is passed, a motion is made by some of 
its friends to reconsider it, and to lay that motion 
on the table, which, if agreed to, prevents the body 
touching the question again. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair does not con- 
sider that to be the effect of the adoption of the 
motion. 

Mr. HALE. The practice referred to by the 
Senator from Illinois, is because in the other House 
it requires a two thirds vete to take any subject 
from the table. Here it only requires a majority 

Mr. DAWSON. If I understand the rule, not- 
withstanding you may lay this motion on the 
table, any Senator may, to-morrow, move to 
change the rules of this body to-morrow. We 
cannot be precluded by any motion of this kind 
from any exercise of any power belonging to the 
body. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The object of the honorable 
Senator from Missouri is, I suppose, to reach the 
subject at a subsequent period of the session. If 
the process of repentance has already commenced 


in his mind, ! mae it may continue until it shall 
| reach that point t 


lata sense,of justice will permit 
him to support the proposition. I hope that a re- 


consideration will take place at some future day, 


and that the rule will be reinstated. I shall vote 
with the honorable Senator under that impression. 

The motion to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table was agreed to. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 
On the motion of Mr. HALE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the election of a Chaplain. 
The PRESIDENT announced that forty-five 


| ballots had been cast, of which number twenty- 


three was necessary to a choice; of which— 


Rev C. M. Butler received... . 2... .00006-25 
Rewi Bir. Gatlawhet iss <6 coe cecéecdesccil® 
Ge Sats FOI wane Gowiv ine btn Bin eg 5014 
SV... Gi ee ites oh Teh 0d eri eewe 
Raec OD. WH MOGs oaks < cticcwas sene sel 
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The Rev. C. M. Bertier was declared to be duly 
elected Chaplain ofthe Senate for the present 


session. 
RECEPTION OF KOSSUTH. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
special order, being the resolution submitted by 


Mr. Sewarp, in these words: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


the United States in Congress assembled, That the Con 


gress of the United States, in the name and in behaif of the 


people of the United States, give to Leuis Kossuth a cor 


will venture to advise him to bring up that as an 
independent proposition. It is not germane to the 
question before the Senate. That officer is chosen 
under a constitutional enactment, and the tenure 
of his office dependent on something higher than 
& mere rule of the Senate. I hope he will not per- 
sist in his motion to amend, but allow us to vote 
on the resolution as it is. 

Mr. BADGER. The honorable Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. Burcu] seems disposed to get back 
ba former usages again; to stand super antiquas 
tias of the Senate. “So do I; and [ suppose that 
the rule of the Senate, as it now exists, is that very 
same rule under which the Senate was originally 
organized. Tagree with the honorable Senator, 
that it is perfectly proper that every legislative 

Y, at its organization, should choose its own 
oficers. But will he tell me when the Senate has 
tver been organized since the first Senate met? 
When has there ceased to be a Senate? At what 
Period did a new Senate commenee? At what mo- 
ment in the past history of this body was it with- 
out an organization? Sir, under the Constitution, 
no such a thing takes place in this body as a new 


dial welcome to the capital and to the country; and that 
a copy of this resolution be transmitted to him by the Pres- 
| dent of the United States. 


When the resolution was under consideration 

esterday, 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi, said: I regret ex- 
ceedingly to feel constrained to say something 
more in defence of myself and in explanation of the 
attitude which I occupy in connection with this 
truly delicate and painful affair. jut several 
remarks have fallen this morning from the lips of 
the honorable Senator from Alabama {[Mr. Ciem- 


(Mr. Bapcer.} I regard these officers as holding 
| their places by a tenure at our prearaye, and also 
as holding them during good behavior. I say 
| that the subordinate officers of this Senate should 
' not be removed so long as they discharge their 
| duties properly. That is my opinion. I| differ 
| from my friend from Indiana (Mr. Batent) en- 
| tirely, in saying that offices of this kind should 
| be made the subject of contention and strife. An 
officer, like our Secretary and those who are 
|| associated with him, should be almost as stationary 
'| as the records. [| like to have them nssociated to- ens} which compel me to throw myself again 
gether. I shall therefore vote against the resolu- || upon the indulgence of the Senate for a few min- 
tion. || utes, whilst I endeavor to shield myself against 
| ‘The yeas and nays being taken on the propo- || that reprehension to which it is most apparent | 
A | must stand exposed should I remain silent under 
f the strictures to which I have been so unexpected- 
ly, and I will add so undese:vedly, subjected. 
Sir, it is most true that I am the author of the 
resolution which has been read in our hearing this 
morning by the honorable Senator from Alabama, 
e under the authority of which the illustrious cham- 

, Hale, Miller, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Rhett, Seward, 


: I , pion of Hungarian freedom and independence 
or me Semen, Paaemraes Wate |, was invited to our hospitable shores, and made far 


'| sition, resulted—yeas 20, nays 24; as follows: 


} YEAS—Messrs. Bradbury, Bright, Brodhead, Cass, 
Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, 
Downs, Felch, Foote of Mississippi, Gwin, Hamlin, Hun- 

| ter, James, Jones of lowa, Norris, Sumner, Walker, and 

| Whiteomb—20. 
NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Borland, 

Butler, Clarke, Davis, Dawson, Fish, Foo of Vermont, 


- 
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# season the guest of the nation. It is es true | 
that at the time of the adoption of this resolution | 
this renowned personage was a prisoner in ‘charge | 
of the Turkish Government, and that the main | 
object which I had in view in urging the adop- | 
tion of the resolution was to procure the liberation | 
of Kossuth and his companions in ca tivity, and | 
to secure to them a permanent as a in this 
country, where the liberty of which they had been | 
cruelly despoiled in their native hemisphere might 
be restored to them once more. It is also true, | 
sir, that this resolution did not at all contemplate | 
the least indelicate or intrusive intermeddling on 
the part of the Government of the United States | 
with the affairs of continental Europe. It never en- | 
tered into my head for a moment that this move- | 
ment could in the least degree embarrass or com- | 
promise our international relations, or commit this 
Republic to the multiplied hazards of a bloody | 
and exhausting war with the despotic powers of | 
the Old World. I expected Governor Kossuth | 
and his associates in imprisonment to be brought | 
in one of our national vessels across the Atlantic, | 
and to be allowed to become participants with 
ourselves in the multiplied blessings which a 
bounteous Providence has vouchsafed to the hap- 
»y millions who inhabit this fair land. Our reso- 
lution did express sympathy for those in behalf | 
of whom it was drawn up and presented for the 
consideration of the two Houses of Congress; | 
but it did not express more sympathy, I am sure, | 
than was felt by the whole body of our citizens, | 
and was but faintly typical of that extraordinary 
outburst of affectionate regard and admiration | 
with which this remarkable man is destined to | 
be received in every part of our wide-spread Re- 
public that may hereafter be honored with his 
presence. ; 
and I will again state, that I did not originate | 
the resolution intrdfuced by me in the begin- 
ning of our present session, and afterwards with- 
drawn because of the vehement opposition which 
I saw it was to encounter here, for the sake 
of gaining a little additional notoriety, or even be- 
cause I had myself come to the conclusion that | 
any particular form of gee by Congress was | 
indispendallly necessary. Indeed, I should never | 
have connected myself with the affair at all, but for 
the fact that the gentleman who discharges with 
such marked ability the duties of Secretary of 
State at the present time did me the honor of call- 
ing my attention to the subject a day or two before 
the commencement of our session, and urged upon 
me the propriety of bringing forward a joint reso- 
lution providing for the reception of Governor 
Kossuth by the two Houses of Congress. Sir, it 
is not as a political ally that I re 
ster at present, and surely not in the spirit of 
mere partisan opposition. The occasion is one, in 
my judgment, far above all mere party or personal 
considerations. But censured and carped as I am 
in consequence of the part which I have thought 
proper to act, under monitions from so high a 
uarter, I will say, that no one who knows the 
Secretary of State, and is familiar with the attri- 
butes which adorn his character as a public man, 
can suppose it possible that he could have coun- 
selled a movement calculated in the least degree to 
compromise our international relations. hen I 
first proposed to the Senate the resolution offered 
by me, | distinctly stated the fact, that I acted under 
the advice of the Secretary of State, and that his 
name was mentioned in connection with this move- 
ment with the knowledge and consent of that gen- 
leman himself. Now, sir, this is no fitting time or | 
place for the delivery of a personal eulogy upon the 
accomplished statesman, jurist, and orator, to 
whose special promptings I have thought it not 
improper for me to yield, touching a transaction, 
all the bearings of which, whether domestic or || 
foreign, I could not doubt his capacity fairly to 
appreciate; especially did I deem it discreet to 
conform my action to his counsels upon this very 
delicate subject, in consideration of the fact that 
he was Rathenine the functions of a high office 
under the Government, the incumbency of which 
necessarily enabled him to take a more extended 
view than any other man of all our international 
relations, and qualified him, above all men living, 
to determine as to the precise mode in which the 
various Departments of the Government should || 
receive the distinguished geet of the nation at the 
nation’s capital. Sir, I have said that I should 
deliver no eulogy.on Mr. Webster. He neede 








THE CO 


I have alreddy stated once or twice, || 


| Shall any seamanship but the bighest hold the helm in such 


| New World may have to act? 


| sion as the successful Republic, whose sound has gone into | 
| all nations; to keep peace in this war of giants, if such | 


to Mr. Web- |! 


| world; to mete out public sympathy in time and measure, | 
| yet hold unbroken every tittle of the public code to which | 
| the repose of the world is intrusted? 
} reconcile, may be the trials of the next four years. 


| * felicity, wjth what glory, the people may rule 


none at my hands. His fame fills the civilized I 
world, and his name has become a terror to || 
tyrants throughout Christendom. Indeed, I could 1] 
not, perhaps, declare all the admiration which I 
feel for this gentleman’s high powers and gracious 
qualities, without giving rise perchance to some 
suspicion that 1 was about to become the special | 
siipporter and advocate of his claims to higher 
ofhcial honors than he has yet enjeyed. Not being 
willing to incur the risk of an imputation which 
might embarrass my existing relations with the 
members of that great political party with which 
I have long had the honor: of holding a firm and. 
affectionate alliance, (relations, too, which no man 
could value more highly than I do;) and not | 
feeling authorized, as a member of the Union party 

of my own beloved State, at present absolutely 


| to commit myself in regard to the complex ques- || 


tion of who shall be elected President in 1852—I 
shall, without saying more in praise of New Eng- 
land’s gifted son myself, bring forward a witness 
in his behalf whose eloquent voice has been often 
heard in this grand Hall of national consultation, 
and whose manly advocacy of the Constitution | 
and laws of the Union during that fearful struggle | 
which, I hope, is now drawing to a close, will 
command for his winged words of fervent energy | 
a more than patient hearing from those whom I 
behold before me and around me upon this grave 
occasion. Mr. Choate, the other day, in Faneuil 
Hall, spoke thus of Mr. Webster, in connection ‘| 
with the uncertain and tumultuous condition of 
the general affairs of the world at the present | 
moment: 


** How unsettled is that world, what clouds and darkness 
rests on its future of the next four years, you all appreciate. 
It seems as if the prerogatives of thrones, and the rights of 
man, and the hoarded up revenges and griefs of centuries, 
were unsheathing for a conflict, in which, as in the apoca- | 
liptic vision, blood shall flow to the bridles of the horses ;; || 
in which the clock of time shall be found to have struck 
another hour; in which one age of the race shall pass away 
forever; in which society itself is to be tried by fire and 
steel, whether it be of nature and of God, or no. 

“In such a conflict have we nothing to fear? Has not | 
the whole expanse of the Atlantic, since Washington put 
forth his preclamation of neutrality, not the least of his titles 
to a pure as well as brilliant fame. has it not contracted, as | 
it were, to ahand’s breadth? That same cross sea, that 
confluence of all winds and waves, through which the great 
pilot scarcely steered the ship of state, is there no danger 
that this, that worse than this, will strain our fastenings 
and rend away our sails, and carry our masts by the board ? 


a prospect? 

*< Who does not see how difficult and delicate a part the 
Toobserve neutrality stead- | 
fast and impartial, yet maintain our rank and fulfill our mis- 


there shall be, yet so to cause our light to shine before all | 
men, that all, seeing with what felicity, with what glory | 
the people may rule themselves, may be stimulated to pass | 
on the torch of liberty, till its radiant round encircles the | 





Such, so hard to 


‘To steer our course, not between Scylla and Charyb- 


dis, but across a whole archipelago of rocks, seen and un- 
| seen, who shall be our pilot? 
| circumstances more perplexing than those of the adminis- | 
| tration of Washington may win a second time such praise, | 


Who of our statesmen in | 


such envy as he extorted from all the world, even from the 
very belligerents who could not, or would not, adopt the | 
wisdom of his policy? Does our partiality deceive us? or 
is it he, in whose intellectual and prudential character are | 
so felicitously adjusted the antagonisms of conservatism | 
and progress, institution and reform, liberty and law, the | 


| highest freedom compatible with the scheme of actual | 
| things on the one hand, and on the other, order, obedience, | 
| the sacredness of society, of property, and the rights of labor; | 
| who settled the boundary quarrel with England by his | 


sense and temper, and put an end forever to the possibility | 
ot impressing a sailor from under the stars and stripes, by | 
his spirit and argument; who rebuked the insolence of | 


| Austria, and will give the right hand of a nation’s fellow- 
| ship to Kossuth—yet raise no casus bellion which Haps- 
| burg or the Czar could stand for a moment in the forum of | 
| States? 


| 
i} 
a 


Does our partiality deceive us, or is he the pilot || 
for such a night on this sea? ”’ } 
; ‘ : eval 
Mr. President, I agree perfectly with this dis- } 


| tinguished gentleman, that we have both “a deli- 


cate and difficult 


part’’ to act as a nation at | 
the present time. 


I admit most freely that itis | 


|| our true policy, and not less our high moral duty, 
| ** to observe neutrality steadfast an 


obse impartial, yet 
“maintain our rank and fulfill our mission as the 
} 


| * successful Republic, whose sound bas gone into 
© all nations; to kee 
| “if such there shall I 


pace in this war of giants, | 


s e, yet so to cause our light to | 
‘shine before all men, that all, seeing with what 
‘themselves, may be stimulated to pass on the | 

‘ torch of liberty till its radiant round encircles the | 


IGRESION AL GHOSE. 


| * mtrusted.’’ 


|| timent of this noble paragraph. 


| Whi 
HH clined 
| *tectual and prudential character are so felicitous), 
| ‘adjusted the antagonisms of conservatism and prep. 
|| © ress, institution and reform, liberty and law the 
| ‘highest freedom compatible with the scheme of 
'| “actual things on the one hand 


| man, in a well-considere 
| speech, gave expression to what I have eye 


| ing 


‘ world; to mete out public sympathy in 
‘ measure, yet hold unbroken ev 
‘ public code to which the repute of 


n time | 
tittle tn 
the world j, 


Sir, I subscribe heartily to every word and Sen. 


. Is it true, My 
President—I hope that no gentleman Upon the 


side of the Chamber at least wil] }. i. 
to dispute it—thatin Mr. Webster's «ini, 


y 


, and on the other 


| ‘order, obedience, the sacredness of Society, of 
| ‘ property, and the rights of labor?””” Was it , 
Ww . 


ebster ‘‘who settled the boundary question wii) 
‘England by his sense and temper, and put an en 
‘ forever to the ee: of impressing a sailor 


| * from under the stars and stripes, by his Spirit and 
| ‘argument; who rebuked the insolence of Austria 

*and will give the right hand of a nation’s felloy. 
| ‘ship to Kossuth—yet raise no casus belli on which 


‘ Hapsburg or the Czar could stand for a momen, 
‘in the forum _of States?’’ I repeat the question 


| emphatically, Mr. President, (and in asking I tury 
| to the Whig side of the oars 

| deserving of all these commenc 
| yet act indiscreetly in acting upon his advice? |, 


Is Mr. Webster 
ations, and did | 


the Secretary of State in fact to extend ‘the rig 
hand of a nation’s fellowship to Kossuth?” yy 
are we censurable forsimply urging upen Congress 


| the propriety of according to him an affectionat 
national welcome? 


Mr. President, I shall have more to say of Mr, 


| Webster (nothing, surely, in a spirit of unkind. 
| ness or disrespect) towards the close of these 


desultory remarks, when I shall undertake t 
show, by evidence of a nature not to be success 
fully opposed, that many years since this gentle. 

and most masterly 


deemed the true American doctrine, in regard t 
the policy of this Government towards the des- 
pers Powers of Europe, touching the right claimed 

y them of intervening forcibly in the domestic 


| affairs of nations rightfully as independent inal 
| respects as themselves, in order to suppress move- 


ments therein tending to the establishment of freein- 


| stitutions. Ishall lay certain portions of the speech 


of this gentleman upon the Greek question, delir- 
ered during the administration of Mr. Monroe, be 
fore the Senate, and I expect to satisfy every dis 
pramepere mind present, that even in the year 182%, 
anguage was held by one of the most conservative 
statesmen that this country has at any time pr- 
duced, assuming as high and, as I think, even 
higher and bolder Sone in regard to the rights 
and duties of this Government to interpose, na 
discreet and becoming manner, for the purpose of 

reventing the armed intervention of Russia, 
Prosaia, and other Rowers, for the suppression of 
the rising spirit of freedom in continental Europe. 
When I read these extracts, with a view to his 
toric elucidation merely, I hope not to be accused 
of having in view the promotion of any public 
man whatever to Executive honors in )852. 
With the presidential contest, now almost at hand, 
I expect'to have no very close connection, and 
shall do nothing in the progress of it whatever that 
I may not think necessary to the great Union 
cause, to which, for the present, I am specially 
devoted. 

I shall proceed to make, at this time, some ad- 
ditional remarks in reply to the honorable Senator 
from Alabama, to whose speech on this occasion 
I listened with a chagrin difficult to be expressed. 
Sir, I will say nothing disrespectful of that get 
tleman. I could not do so without greatly wrong 
that sincere friendship and esteem which 
I cherish for him. Surely, sir, my friend from 
Alabama could not have dispassionately ext 
ined the delicate and interesting question before 
us anterior to his launching so boldly upon the 
ocean of controversy, The honorable gentlemat 
seems to have formed a highly unfavorable op! 
ion of the public character of the great Magy* 
chieftain, and has indulged in various remarks of 
a nature decidedly unkind and derogatory. He 
has read to us, too, sir, copious extracts from the 
columns of a newspaper which he held in his 
hands, most bitterly aspersive of the motives 
conduct of this uted patriot. Whilst the 
honorable gentleman was thus entertaining ™% 
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